
Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter July 2021 

Message from 

Andy: 

Hi everyone. 

Well, here we go again! Meeting in groups of up to 30 outside. 

We were hoping for the end of restrictions and in fact we had 

been brave in planning our ‘Celebration Jaunt and BBQ on the 6th 

of July, but due to the restrictions continuing we have had to make changes to our July programme.   

We have decided to repeat our successful club night format in July, so please read the Club Events 

section of this newsletter for a full explanation on what changes we have had to make. (Please note 

we are changing the destination pub). 

 

Club Night Tuesday 6th July and Wednesday 7th July – This will now be a booked event for 

a maximum of 30 members, each night, outside. 

 

The Celebration Jaunt and BBQ NOW on the 3rd of August  If you have already booked on 

our original night in July, your booking will automatically be moved to our new date. If you have not 

booked your place, then do make sure you login to our website and book, it is going to be a great 

event. (Please note that if restrictions are continued into August, we will then move this event to September) 

 

My thanks to all who contribute to this newsletter including Colin Jessey, Alice Baggs, John 

Godsmark, Tony Gunton and David Griffiths. 
 

Do not forget to take a few photos of any 

car related activities you are up to. Also 

jot down a few lines to add to our 

newsletter and share with fellow 

members in our Facebook or WhatsApp 

group. Let us see all the ways you have 

been spending your time on your cars.  
 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter. 
 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006  
 

Photo – Enjoying the first club night of the 

year. 
 

Please visit our excellent website at 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk and please also join our Facebook discussion group for all the 

latest news and club chat https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/ 

Please note: all event dates and details are correct to our best efforts. Please check with the 

organisers before attending an event. 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/
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Review of events in June 2021   

June Club Night – Oh What a Night! 
By Alice Baggs 

 
June heralded the very first club night where we could meet in person and take our beloved MG’s on 
a club run in over a year! 
 
Due to COVID restrictions still being in place we had to hold 
the club night over 2 evenings – Tuesday 1st and Wednesday 
2nd June with 30 members attending on each night. 
 
Both runs started and finished at the same location, 
departing from the Cattle Market Carpark in Chichester and 
after a 25 mile scenic drive through some pretty picture box 
villages and glorious countryside ending up at the Seven 
Stars pub on the A272 just outside of Petersfield 
 
Tuesday evening’s weather was warm and sunny - a bit too 
sunny for some on the drive, where the setting sun caused a 
few drivers to wish MG’s were fitted with sun visors!  We 
almost had one non-starter at the carpark, but after a few 
minutes the car in question got started and followed 
Michael and I direct to the pub taking in our favorite road the B2141! 
 
Wednesday evening the weather was warm but a bit cloudy – but at least the rain held off! All cars 
set off without any hitches, however en-route 2 damsels in distress were rescued by a night in 
shining armour! Christine and her navigator Elaine were the last to leave the car park and about 
halfway round passed the car in front where new members Tom and Rachel had stopped to adjust 
their headgear. A short distance after this the ladies encountered a problem with their car and Tom & 
Rachel stopped to assist – and after a few minutes got their car going. If Tom had not pulled over to 
sort out his hat then the ladies would not have had anyone come to their rescue!  So it’s literally 
“hats off” to Tom!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Seven Stars had set aside our own private area for us to gather which was the children’s 
playground! Unfortunately, the climbing frame and slide were not available for us to use!  



The Club Gazebo was set up earlier in the day with a large display of regalia for sale and Colin was 
busy both evenings taking orders. 

 

 
 

It was great to see so many from the club on both nights and welcoming quite a few new members 
to their first club event in person after a year of only seeing everyone from the waist up on zoom! 
 
Both evenings were a great success with members re-
kindling friendships and making new friends with our 
newest members and our new gazebo look great in the 
sunshine! 

 



Wednesday evening finished with 
the dismantling of the club gazebo, 
which it would appear needed 
several people to organise!  
 

 
 
 
A big thank you to all those who 
helped make this event happen: 
To Steve, the manager of the Seven 
Stars who accommodated us on both evenings. 
To Andy Harris and Colin Jessey for setting up the gazebo. 
To Mandy & Neil Sawford for helping set up the clothing/regalia 
And finally – to everyone who came along and made the first of our post-lockdown club nights a 
huge success! 
 

 

 
Hope to see you all for 
the next club night – 
Tuesday 6th July and 
Wednesday 7th July for 
another two great 
clubnights.  
 
Don’t forget to book your 
place via the club 
website. 

 

 
See you all soon 
 
Alice and Michael 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ps For the eagle eyed amongst you, there are 2 Triumph GT6’s in the montage photo, these guys had 
turned up at the Seven Stars on Tuesday as it would normally have been a Triumph club night – they 
obviously didn’t get the memo from the Triumph club that it had been cancelled! Montage photo 
taken by Yvonne Davey – thanks for a great capture! 

 

  



Our MGC Roadster enjoying a mini break to Devon over the May Bank 

Holiday  
 

                              

 
On what should have been the Moor2Sea Run (now 
rescheduled again for September) so we decided to still do 
the trip and re-run an old Moor2Sea route. 
 
                                    

 
 

 
We stopped off at Torquay for the evening which 
looked and felt like the South of France! 
 

                                      

 
Alice & Michael  
 

 

 

 

  

  



Articles of interest  

Your Chichester MGOC Committee members 
We thought it would be a good idea for members to know a little bit more about those on our 
committee. So here are mugshots and a mini profile.  
 

Andy Harris Area Secretary and Chairman 
 

I have been the area secretary and now chair of Chichester MGOC for 
twenty years and have overseen the club as we have developed and 
changed over the years.  
It has been a fantastic twenty years and I have made so many great 
friends. The club is in great shape, and I look forward to leading the club 
onward into the future. 

John Godsmark, Club Secretary 
 

I was born in SE London but my family moved to Shoreham by Sea when 
I was 16.  I am a Chemical Engineer and I worked for Esso for 32 years, 
mainly abroad.  I retired in 2006 and finally moved back to Blighty in 
2013.  I have an 1968 MGC GT and a roadster.  Having a disability (polio 
1955) both cars are auto and have power steering. I joined the Club in 
2017.  
 

Robin Hamilton, Treasurer - Avid collector of interesting cars.  
 

I started in the Motor Trade in my own Garage in 1972 having got a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering. Accidently got in to making office 
furniture in the garage and built the business to 250 employees at 
one stage. Was in and out of the furniture business until 2004 when 
I retired.  
Always had some sort of classic starting with an Austin 7 when we 
were first married. 3 children and 7 grandchildren and none of them 
interested in classic cars! 

 
We moved to Birdham in 2009 and have a large barn next to the house which I call my toy box. 9 
interesting vehicles in there including 4 MGs, SV-R, TF, MGC, MG 1300. 
 
MGOC is my main car club but I am also passionate about Sporting Bears, which give the public 
rides in interesting cars for a contribution to charity. Great fun, they raise more than £100,000 in a 
normal year at events all over the country and are a great bunch of petrolheads. 
 
Hope petrol is available until I peg it. 

  



Simon Scotland, Webmaster 
 

I have had a varied career starting as a systems designer at Jaguar cars 
back in the 1980s, followed by a ten-year stint making movies. I 
returned to the world of computing in the 2000s specialising in home 
automation.  Selling the business, I built with my wife Jane in 
2014.  Back in the 90s I purchased my first classic, a 1957 Citroën 
Traction Avant, which I still own.  As my only car, I used it to commute 
around London.  A late comer to the world of MG I own a 2009 NAC MG 
LE500 and a 2019 ZS EV.  It may not surprise you to learn I look after our 
website and other tech stuff. 

 

Alice and Michael Baggs, Events Coordinators 
 

We’ve both been interested in cars for many years; we 
were mainly Triumph enthusiasts, having owned a Vitesse 
and a couple of Spitfires back in the day. More recently 
when we decided to purchase classic cars we bought a 
Triumph Spitfire and then added to this with our first MG!  
This was an MGBGTV8 Costello.  Since then we have had 
an MGTF(another track day car) and an MGCGT and we 
currently have an MGC Roadster and a highly modified 

FrontLine midget with 180hp K-series engine which we use mainly for track days.  
We drive all our cars both on the open road in the UK and abroad and also whizzing around 
various motor circuits. 
We have been members of Chichester MGOC since 2018 and committee members since 2020 and 
2021, respectively. 
As committee members we have organized several Club Night Runs and virtual zoom quizzes.  
 

Tony Gunton – Chief Elf  
I Joined the club some seven years ago with an MG Magnette, I now 
drive a rubber nosed BGT, the infamous TIGI and KAS the ‘51 Jupiter. 
Previously cars included a brightly coloured convertible, bought off 
my friend Noddy. Working as a minor elf, I was appointed as Chief 
Elf some three years ago, responsible for the Christmas Dinner Club 
Night with my merry band of little elves. I have designed numerous 
runs, am responsible for the three virtual Treasure Hunts during 
Lockdown (under my nom de plume “The Pirate”). I have also 
organised several short events starting with the weekend trip to the 

Haynes Museum. Most recently put together the Big Event with of band of helpers. Appointed to 
lower house at its formation in 2020. 
 

Clive Wilson 
 

I joined Chichester MGOC 5 years ago, shortly after moving to the area 
from Devon, where I had been a member of the local MGOC for 10 years, 
including six years as a committee member. 
I have owned my 1999 MGF for 17 years, during which time we have taken 
part in many runs and several extended trips in the UK, France and Spain. 
We also have a 2014 MG3 for everyday use and MG events in bad 
weather! 
My main role on the committee is assisting with the organisation of Club 

trips away, which have been on hold for over a year, but we expect to resume this autumn. 



David Blackford 
 
I live with my beautiful wife Jean in the picturesque village of Sidlesham, 
near Chichester. I have a passion for the arts, including acting and singing. 
I play several musical instruments, including the accordion, which I play 
at the club Christmas party. I have two classic MGs an MGA and a MGTD. 
I have been a member of the club for over ten years and joined the 
committee in 2020. 
 

Mandy Sawford 
 
I have been a member of Chichester MGOC for 5 years. Over these 
years my husband Neil and I have owned many different cars for 
example, MGB roaster (1977), MGZT-T (2003), and now we have a 
MGTF (2004). We also own a triumph TR7 (1980). 
 
I look forward to meeting you all at our club nights and various 
events, please come over for a chat. 

 

 

Ethanol in Petrol - The Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
 
Ethanol is an alcohol, the same 
alcohol as found in alcoholic drinks.  It 
is normally produced by fermenting 
sugar cane.  Blending Ethanol into 
petrol can cause specific issues for 
classic car owners.  In this article I will 
try to explain these issues and the 
possible ways to mitigate them.  
Blending Ethanol into petrol is not a 
new concept.   Back in 1928, the 
Cleveland Oil Company introduced 
Discol petrol which contained 
Ethanol.  It claimed improved engine 
performance and was marketed for 
40 years.   
 
So, in reverse order:  
 
The Ugly 
Ethanol is a powerful solvent.  It can damage non-metallic items such as seals, plastic floats and, in 
particular, flexible rubber components such as petrol hoses.  I call this ‘ugly’ because a major fuel 
leak in a typical hot engine bay can cause a catastrophic fire.  Synthetic rubber contains plasticisers.  
These are chemicals used to make plastic and rubber components flexible.  The Ethanol can attack 
the plasticiser and make the rubber porous and brittle.  For a degree of Ethanol resistance up to 
15%, SAE standard ‘J30 R6’ hoses should be used..  Owners should be aware of this issue and 
regularly inspect hoses for any problems or small leaks.  Very old or cracked hoses should be 
replaced.  Branded hoses should be purchased  (preferably British made!) with the SAE specification 
written on the hose.  Stainless braided hoses look nice but what is hidden under the braiding?  These 
can also be purchased to R6 specification.  



 
The Bad 
Ethanol is hydroscopic, ie. it absorbs water, even from the atmosphere.  If water is absorbed, it can 
form a separate ‘phase' at low points in the fuel system. This water phase can be acidic and 
corrosive.  Petrol tanks are vented or a vacuum would be formed.  Atmospheric venting is typically 
via the petrol cap.  Usually, water ingress is not a problem, but owners should be aware of the issue.   
For instance, if a car is stored for a long period in a damp atmosphere then water could form in the 
fuel tank.  Filling the tank right up to the filler, prior to storage, could reduce this risk.  However, over 
a long period, the petrol would go off due to the evaporation of ‘lights’.   
 
Ethanol has a chemical composition of C2H5OH.  It contains an oxygen atom instead of carbon or 
hydrogen.  When you buy E10 grade you are effectively being robbed of 3.5% of your petrol!  Not 
only that, everything else being equal, if your car does 30mpg, it will now do 29mpg.  Finally, your 
engine will be running a little weaker.  It has been estimated that to correct this for an SU 
carburettor, you need to enrich the mixture by 1 ‘flat’ (for E10) .   
 
The Good 
In the last article, I introduced the concept of ‘cyclic variability’.  The combustion varies due to many 
things including a requirement for good turbulent mixing of the air and fuel.  Cyclic variation impacts 
the timing of maximum cylinder pressure and leads to efficiency loss.   Ethanol is 35 weight% 
oxygen.  Consequently, Ethanol blended petrol contains oxygen for combustion.  Not a lot, but 
enough to improve the combustion process.  The blended petrol burns better and, importantly, 
produces less pollution.  Engine tests on an MG XPAG engine at Manchester University 
demonstrated the improvement in cyclic variability and efficiency with Ethanol blended petrol.  This 
would likely offset any mpg loss mentioned above.  
 
The latest Castrol Valvemaster Plus additive 
is claimed to “stabilise the Ethanol” and 
“enables the use of Ethanol E5 and E10 
petrol preventing acidity, protecting against 
corrosion and keeping the fuel system 
clean.”  I mention it for information, not as 
a recommendation.  I cannot find any test 
data or scientific data to back up these 
claims.  
 
 
 
Learnings and Conclusions of my three 
articles   
(these are my personal opinions, I make no 
recommendations) 
 

- Petrol is a complex mixture of hydrocarbons containing up to 300 different components 
depending on the refinery configuration.  

- The  amount of “lights” in the fuel blend depends on the time of year.  It is increased in the winter 
to help cold starting.   

- Modern petrol is much more volatile than 50 years ago. This can lead to hot starting problems 
and petrol going off  



- Petrol is a commodity product that is imported, exported and swapped between companies and 
supermarkets.  Oil companies differentiate their products mainly based on the additive package.  
Some companies also market their fuel based on higher octane rating and E0 (eg new Esso 
Supreme+). 

- Although there are issues with Ethanol, I think some media coverage has been alarmist. 

- We have been running up to 5% Ethanol for several years and, in the US, classic cars have been 
using 10% Ethanol for many years and we don’t hear horror stories.  

- The RAC and HM Government recommendation (based on the precautionary principle) is for 
classic car owners to use premium high octane E5/E0.  This could encourage owners into using 
premium grades when it may not be necessary.  

- With a correctly tuned engine, ‘plus octane’ does not mean ‘plus power’.    

- Ethanol does improve combustion and reduce pollution.  It reduces our reliance on fossil fuels.  
But, forests are being cut down to plant sugar cane.  And to produce Ethanol, the fermentation 
process produces ….carbon dioxide. 

 
And finally…… 
Did you know, apparently, the brilliant inventor who persuaded GM motors to introduce toxic lead 
into the fuel of their Cadillacs and the inventor who asked Frigidaire to put ozone busting CFC’s into 
their fridges was the same man …Mr Charles Midgley, now known as a one-man environmental 
disaster.  
 
For further reading on the subject of modern fuels and classic cars I would suggest the book  “Classic 
Engines, Modern Fuels, the problems, the solutions” by Paul Ireland. Published in 2020 by Veloce 
Publishing Ltd. and available as a book or a download.   
 
John Godsmark  July 2021 

HM Government advice on using E10 Petrol - MG 
There is no compatibility information available for older MG’s up to 2005 when the company ceased 
trading. It is therefore recommended to use E5 petrol. 
The MG brand has returned more recently, but no compatibility information is available. Owners 
should contact their dealer, the manual or filler flap for further information. 
(Extracted from gov.uk) 

 

Bentley Fanatec Steering Wheel for both Real and Virtual Racing 

My thanks to the ‘Just British’ online motoring magazine for 
this article on the new Bentley steering wheel that can be 
used for both real and virtual motor racing. The wheel was 
designed specifically for the Bentley Continental GT3 Pikes 
Peak challenge car, carefully crafted from lightweight 
carbon fiber and magnesium alloy, and equipped with a 
host of driving functions.  Not sure when the version for an 
MGB will get to market!!! 

Bentley Fanatec Steering Wheel for both Real and Virtual Racing - Just British 

http://gov.uk/
https://justbritish.com/pikes-peak-bentley-gt3-tech-specs/
https://justbritish.com/pikes-peak-bentley-gt3-tech-specs/
https://justbritish.com/bentley-fanatec-steering-wheel/


MGZT-T new roof lining 
The head lining on my ZT-T was looking like a 
Bedouin tent! This is because the foam backing is 
now 17 years old and has perished leaving the 
material to sag. So, on a clear summer day with 
the help of a friend we undertook the job. 
Stripping it out was not too hard, although a lot 
of the clip-on plastic edging needed a lot of 
persuasion to come off.  Stripping the old foam 
off was a mucky job, but it needed to be done or 
the new lining would not hold.  
After a full day we finished the restoration, and it 
looks a great job!  
 
Andy Harris 
 

MGTF hood replacement  
My hood developed a fault with the rear window, with the zip failing leaving 
the hood unable to be watertight. I purchased a new hood with a glass 
screen and with the help and guidance of Tony Gunton we undertook the 
job. We felt old hands at this having tackled Tony’s hood a year or so ago. 
After reading the instructions twice at least, we set off. This was definitely a 
job for two, as a number of times we had to check with each other ‘Is this 
right?’ just before we cut another part of the old roof out! But after a day 
and a half we were complete, and I must say the roof looks great. My thanks 
to Tony for his hard work and Robin for the use of his barn, supply of coffee 
and technical input at various times.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During restoration and the finished hood. 

Andy Harris 

 



HISTORIC VEHICLES – THE FACTS 
Successfully representing historic vehicle clubs and 
enthusiasts for 33 years 
 
Historic Vehicles are formally recognised by the UK 
Government when they attain an age of 40 years. The 
global qualification for a Historic Vehicle is 30 years as 
defined by the Fédération International des Véhicules 
Anciens (FIVA). The Federation of British Historic 
Vehicle Clubs (FBHVC) is the authorised national representative of FIVA. FBHVC was formed in 1988 
and for the past 33 years has protected and maintained the right of UK citizens to use ‘yesterday’s 
vehicles on tomorrow’s roads’. FBHVC treats all historic vehicles equally and recognises cars, 
motorcycles, buses & coaches, lorries & light vans, military, agricultural and steam vehicles. FBHVC 
represents over 500 historic vehicle clubs and museums, individual and trade supporters who 
choose to recognise our work. Since 1996, FBHVC has recognised the value of consistent research 
into the historic vehicle movement and uses this data in negotiations with governmental and non-
governmental organisations.  
The latest data was compiled from 15,422 questionnaires completed by historic vehicle owners and 
enthusiasts relative to vehicles at least 30 years old in 2020, from surveys amongst businesses 
providing products and services to the sector and an online representative sample of 2,500 adults in 
2021. The Federation maintains a fully data compliant research group who are constantly available 
for ad hoc research needs. FBHVC supported by JDA Associates conducts formal research every five 
years and the latest key facts are:  
 

• 1,538,927 historic vehicles are registered on the DVLA database, £7.2 billion is the estimated 
total spend in the historic vehicle sector.  

• £946 million is the annual value of overseas spending with British firms on historic. 

• vehicle products & services, 683,967 is the estimated number of historic vehicle owners in 
the UK.  

• £4,223 per annum, is the average amount a historic vehicle owner spends on their vehicle. 
1,200 miles per annum is the average distance travelled in historic vehicles, 16 times per 
annum is the average number of times a historic vehicle is used each year.  

• 34,113 is the estimated number of people employed within the historic vehicle sector. 

• 18.7 million people in the UK see historic vehicles as an important part of our national 
heritage. 4.6 million people in Britain would like to own a historic vehicle.  

• 35% of historic vehicle owners currently contribute, or would contribute to a carbon off set 
scheme.  

• £17,200 is the average value of a historic vehicle, with averages for cars being £26,000, 
motorcycles £6,700 and agricultural tractors £3,500. 51% of vehicles are valued at less than 
£10,000  
 

The FBHVC relationship with The Heritage Alliance enables historic vehicles to be represented as an 
increasing element of our national heritage. Life changed in the twentieth century as individuals 
gained mobility on two, three, four or more wheels. In addition, industry and agriculture flourished 
with buses, coaches, lorries and tractors coming into common use. The FBHVC charity partnership 
with Childline® provides the perfect opportunity to demonstrate historic vehicles through national 
Drive It Day whilst providing much needed support to young people. The Federation recognises 
there are many newer vehicles that attract the term ‘classic’ rather than ‘historic’, these are sought 
after and valuable but data concerning these vehicles is not included. 
 
 



Club Events for July 
July CLUB NIGHTS TUESDAY 6th AND WEDNESDAY 7th July – Maximum 

30 members per night.  
 
We have made some changes to our club night for July, due to lockdown rules being extended. We 
are going to repeat the same format as our June meeting. It will feature an evening drive of approx. 
45 minutes from Chichester ending up at another country pub venue with ample parking and large 
outdoor socializing area.  
 
IF YOU HAVE NOT BOOKED, PLEASE DO SO QUICKLY AS ONCE IT IS FULL WE CANNOT ADD ANY 
MORE MEMBERS! (Booking via website) 
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-july-2021-club-night-1/ for Tuesday 6th July 
 
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-july-2021-club-night-2/ for Wednesday 7th July 
 
We will still have to adhere to the current Government COVID Restrictions, which are a maximum of 
30 people.  To this end, we will hold July’s club run over 2 nights.  Tuesday 6th July and Wednesday 
7th July. Although this is still not the ideal situation in that we can’t all meet up on the same night. 
  
Full details of the start/finish locations have now been sent out to all booked members. Food will 
be available on the night from a limited menu.  
 
If you have not booked 
on this event please do 
not just turn up, even 
just for the run. 
 
Here’s to the second  
club event of the year 
with our wonderful 
MGs!  
 
Alice  
 
 

 

https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-july-2021-club-night-1/
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-july-2021-club-night-2/


Join the Zoom Meeting every Tuesday 8.00pm on Non-club nights. 

 

Why not join in on our non-club night Zoom chat? It is an 

ideal opportunity to catchup on MG matters and enjoy the 

company of others.  

If you feel unsure of how this all works give Andy a call 

and he can talk you through just how simple it is to use 

and install.  

Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk 

 

 

Thurs. July 8th VISIT to ‘GAFIRS’ ‘Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue 

Service’ - NOW FULL 
 

We have been invited to an 

accompanied tour of the charity’s 

lifeboat station at Stokes Bay in 

Gosport, to view their boathouse and 

operations room, have a look at their 

two lifeboats, address questions to 

the charity’s secretary and have an 

opportunity of taking photos of our 

MGs parked outside the lifeboat 

station next to the lifeboats, 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions our visit is restricted to two groups of six and is now full. We are sorry we 

cannot take any more members at present, but we plan to organize another trip in the future when 

restrictions are no longer in place.  

  

July 24/25 MGF25 at Gaydon Motor Museum 
The MGF was launched in 1995 and an event was organised last year by the MGF Register to 

celebrate the 25th anniversary. Unfortunately, this had to be cancelled due to Covid-19 restrictions, 

but it is going ahead this year 

during the weekend of 24/25 July 

at the British Motor Museum, 

Gaydon, near Warwick. 

On Saturday 24 July there will be 

a show in the grounds of the 

museum, which hundreds of 

MGFs/TFs are expected to 

attend. It will feature special 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?p
wd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT
09 
 
Meeting ID: 837 2058 8436 
Passcode: MGOC1006 

) 

 

mailto:Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09


displays, including race cars, pre-production models and international cars. There will also be a Pride 

of Ownership competition, plus talks and technical demonstrations inside the museum. Tickets are 

£10 per person, including entry into the museum. 

On the Saturday evening a 25th Anniversary party will take place at the museum, including a two-

course dinner and live music. Tickets cost £20 per person (£15 for MGCC members). 

On Sunday 25 July a Road Run will start from the museum around 10:30 and include the test runs 

and Press Route used for the launch of the MGF. Unfortunately, all 100 places on the run have 

already been booked, but it is possible to go on a reserve list in case of cancellations. 

Details of all the events and how to book tickets can be found on the MGF25 website 

https://mgf25.org 

We attended both MGF10 in 2005 and MGF20 in 2015, which followed similar formats, and can 

thoroughly recommend the event. We have booked hotel accommodation for MGF25 at the 

Mercure Walton Hall Hotel, 11 miles from the museum: 

https://all.accor.com/hotel/A0I8/index.en.shtml?utm_campaign=seo+maps&utm_medium=se

o+maps&utm_source=google+Maps 

If you would like to attend, please make your own bookings for the events and accommodation but 

let me know at clivewilson17@gmail.com so that we can arrange to travel together and/or meet 

there. (Or let Clive know you are interested via website MGF25 at Gaydon Motor Museum - 

Chichester MG Owners Club (chichestermgoc.org.uk) 

We hope that some of you will be able to join us. 

Clive Wilson 

Solent MGOC summer Picnic 
Sunday 25th July 2021 @ 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
RESCHEDULED We have been invited to join Solent MGOC for their 
summer picnic near Titchfield in Hampshire. In order to comply with Covid 
regulations please bring all your own food and drink. 
Also, please maintain space between people, keeping safe. Toilet facilities 
are available. Full details are on the Solent MGOC website. 
If you would like to attend please let Andy Know via our website or email. 
 
Solent MGOC summer Picnic - Chichester MG Owners Club 
(chichestermgoc.org.uk) 
 

Andy 

chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk 

 

https://mgf25.org/
https://all.accor.com/hotel/A0I8/index.en.shtml?utm_campaign=seo+maps&utm_medium=seo+maps&utm_source=google+Maps
https://all.accor.com/hotel/A0I8/index.en.shtml?utm_campaign=seo+maps&utm_medium=seo+maps&utm_source=google+Maps
mailto:clivewilson17@gmail.com
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-mgcc-mgf25-show-and-run-at-gaydon/
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-mgcc-mgf25-show-and-run-at-gaydon/
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/solent-mgoc-summer-picnic/
https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/solent-mgoc-summer-picnic/
mailto:chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk


Other Events in July 
MGOC Epsom – Surrey Run 18th July 2021 - Now fully booked.  
 

CYC Classic or Sports Cars on Wednesday 21st of July at 11.30 am 
  
Social distancing is still very much in order. Please do not 
congregate in groups bigger than 6 even in the car park. Please 
bring masks as well as these will be needed in the club. 
  
The takeaway window will still be operating so you can get a 
coffee and bacon butty if you want. However, if you want 
lunch or drinks in the club please let me know. The club is now 
serving food inside in the wheelhouse. 
  

Hope some of you can make it and looking forward to seeing you with your pride and joys. 
  
Please let Robin know you are coming. treasurer@chichestermgoc.org.uk 
 
 
 

 

Spur Classic Car Club Meeting 27th and 28th July 
Evening meet from 5.30pm on the 22nd. All classics welcome. Come and join us 
for a pint, supper, and view other classics. This is followed by a lunch meeting 
from 12.00 noon on the 23rd of June. For more details, please contact the 
organisers Tony Gunton and Mark Bacchus  

  

  

mailto:treasurer@chichestermgoc.org.uk


Future Club Events 

for 2021 
We are now trying to organise events, but this is subject 
to the changing Covid 19 situation and restrictions. This 

can change very quickly, so please keep an eye on our 
website for the latest information on events as this is updated 

regularly.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Booking events via the Chichester 

MGOC website 
We are excited to be back on the road again with many 

events now coming up in our calendar.  

To make booking simpler we have moved to booking 

events via our website. We are aware that this is a new 

experience for many members. So, we want to let 

anyone who needs a little more help, the opportunity to 

either chat over the phone or when we meet. We can 

then show you how to get on to the website and make a 

booking.  

Don’t forget if you are having problems booking on to an event, please drop me an email and I will 

try and help. 

Andy 

Chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk 
 

 

  

mailto:Chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk


August 3rd Club Night ‘Celebration Jaunt and BBQ’ 
The high of the 2021 calendar the “Big Event”, to celebrate the end of Lockdowns. It is an early evening 

start assembling at Chichester Cattle Market, at 5.00 pm for staggered starts to 5.30pm on an evening 

Celebration Jaunt over the downs along little lanes and far away. 

 

The 

Celebration 

Barbeque. 
We will eventually be arriving at a 

Country Dining Pub for a club 

sponsored barbecue.  The price has 

been reduced to £13.00 a head and in 

order to facilitate arrangements you 

will need to register for this event and 

pay for your meal. Drinks bought and 

paid for at the venue. 

 

If you are unable to join the Jaunt, we can provide details so that you can drive direct to the venue. 

Service will begin at 7.00pm. Don’t forget a jumper it can get cold in the country, if not Colin will sell 

you an MG one! 

Booking is now open on the website, subject to the Government confirming the continued easing of 

lockdown restrictions.  

MGOC 1006 Club Night SPECIAL - Chichester MG Owners Club (chichestermgoc.org.uk) 

Tony Gunton 

 

 

https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-1006-club-night-2/


Athelhampton House Sunday 15th August 2021 
Our friends from ‘Bournemouth & Poole 
MGOC 1020’ have kindly invited 
‘Chichester MGOC’ to their annual event 
at ‘Athelhampton House’ on Sunday 15th 
August following our highly successful visit 
in 2019. As a Club, together with our 
gazebo, we have been allocated a great 
position in the side gardens of this fine 
historic 15th Century Elizabethan Tudor 
manor house, next to our hosts and other 
visiting Classic Car Clubs. Entry costs at the 
gate are £15 for car, driver and navigator; 
or £10 per car plus driver. 
 
In addition to a large collection of MGs and classic cars, there are variety of stalls selling various 
motoring related items, books and motoring memorabilia. (Tony bought a set of wheels in 2019). For 
families there is also the famous ‘Duck Race’ on the river which runs through the grounds. 
Refreshments and food are available from the house café. 
 

We meet at 07.30am on the Sunday morning at the BP/M&S Emsworth Service Area on the west 
bound A27, and then drive down the M27 and A31 in our MGs to ‘The Cock and Bottle’ for breakfast 
between 9.00am and 09.30am, in-order to arrive at Athelhampton House before 11.00am. (Colin 
Jessey is coordinating the Sunday event) 
 

Weekend option - For those wishing to make a weekend visit, we have also been invited by 
‘Bournemouth & Poole’ to meet them for breakfast at ‘The Cock and Bottle’ on the Saturday morning, 
and then go on a local scenic run through the Dorset countryside, followed by an evening meal at ‘The 
Cock and Bottle’ at Morden, Dorset. Those wishing to take this option, meet at 08.00am on the 
Saturday morning, again at the BP/M&S Emsworth Service Area on the west bound A27, and then 
drive down the A27 and A31 to meet our friends from Bournemouth at ‘The Botany Bay Inn’ for 
breakfast. (Andy Harris is coordinating the Saturday event) 
 

Fortunately, there are no restrictions on numbers for this weekend, but in politeness to out hosts we 
have been asked to advise them on our numbers. Those wishing to join us on either the Saturday or 
Sunday, or both, should register their interest via ‘events’ on our website MGOC Bournemouth & 
Poole - Athelhampton House - Chichester MG Owners Club (chichestermgoc.org.uk). Any problems 
please contact the organisers Colin or Andy; colin.jessey@btinternet.com or 
chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk     

While we shall book a table on the Saturday night at The Cock and Bottle in Morden. club members 
should make their own accommodation arrangements for the Saturday night. We recommend those 
joining us should make an early booking due to the event falling in a busy summer season and after 
Covid. 

Cock and Bottle,  
Morden, On B3075 – road joins A35 and A31 
Dorset 
0129 459238 
www.cockandbottlemorden.co.uk 

 

(Due to a high demand during August, early booking of accommodation is recommended.) 
 

    

    

https://chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/mgoc-bournemouth-poole-athelhampton-house/
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CHICHESTER MGOC CLOTHING & 

REGALIA 
 

New – Zip Neck 
Sweatshirt and 
Tshirts 
 

Now in stock and 
available to order in 
a full range of 
colours with Club 
Logo 
 
 

• ZIP NECK SWEATSHIRTS    soft cotton faced zipped collar Sweatshirts;  £20.00. 

• SOL’s HEAVY COTTON T SHIRTS   100% combed heavy cotton T Shirts;   £9.50.  
 

Also in stock in a full range of colours with our embroidered Club logo;  
• BASEBALL CAPS     thick brushed cotton Buffalo Caps;   £8.00. 

• BASEBALL CAPS   with contrasting Colour & Suede Peaks; £9.50 

• WOOLLY SKI HATS    double knit & soft touch acrylic;   £8.00. 

• KNITTED & FLEECE SCARFS   knitted & fleece Scarfs;   £10.00. 

• FULLY ZIPPED FLEECES    fully zipped traditional Fleece Jackets;   £22.50. 
• FLEECE LINED BODYWARMERS  warm fleece lined Body Warmers;   £35.00.  

And available to order anytime in a full range of colours, (2 – 3 weeks delivery); 
• KNITTED SCARFS     two colour heavy knitted Scarfs;   £12.50.       

• KNITTED STRETCH GLOVES   black or grey, MG Octagon Logo;   £12.50.   

• POLO/SPORTS SHIRTS    poly/cotton traditional pique Polo Shirts;   £12.50. 

• SWEAT SHIRTS     soft cotton faced traditional Sweatshirts;   £15.00. 

• FULLY ZIPPED FLEECE HOODIES  fully zipped Fleece Hoodies;   £25.00. 

• RUGBY SHIRTS     combed cotton single jersey Rugby Shirts;   £25.00. 

• PADDED BODYWARMERS    lined and windproof Body Warmers;  £25.00.   

• HIGH VIZ WAISTCOATS;   £4.50 or £8.00 with printed logo.  

• OVERALLS    from £25.00.  

• GOLFING UMBRELLAS £12.50 & £15.00 
 

 



WINDSCREEN STICKERS Always available on club nights and 

club events; Essential for the front windscreen and  rear window of 

your MG or Classic. Also, for your everyday car. 

 

        just  £1 each 

 
 
 

 
 

Golfing Umbrellas £12.50 & £15.  
 

Golfing Umbrellas; still discounted by 40% and 
available in a full range of colours  

with either our printed Club Logo or the MG Octagon 
Logo.  

 
Available in two sizes; Small 98cm dia £12.50; Large 

120cm dia £15.00.  
To order for a only limited period of time; Delivery is 2 

to 3 weeks. 
                       
 

Contact Colin on 01903 877858 or email 
colin.jessey@btinternet.com 

 
Payments: by bank transfer into our Santander  

‘Chichester MGOC Regalia Account’; A/C 22353988; Sort Code 09-01-29  - or by cash given to Colin, 
Robin or Andy any time. Cheques are not accepted. 

 

Items for Sale and help 

needed 
 

MG Magazines 
Clive Wilson has several MG magazines looking for a new home. 60+ 

copies of Enjoying MG 1989 to 1995 and 8 copies of MG Enthusiast 

1989 to 1990.  If you’re interested please let him know.  

Clive Wilson clivewilson17@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
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Help Wanted 
An MGB owner from Emsworth has 
contacted me for help.  He is restoring a 
1974 chrome bumper roadster and is 
looking to keep it as original as 
possible.   He is not sure about some of 
the details and would like to meet a 
member with a fairly original car to check 
some things.  Your car does not have to 
be immaculate just mainly 
original.  Hopefully, we will gain another 
member.   
If you can help, please contact me.  
 
Here are some pictures of David’s 
restoration project. 
 
Thanks  
 
Andy  
 
chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

Our Best Wishes 
We would like to wish Bruce Minchin a speedy recovery back to full heath. Bruce has been a long-

time member and support of the club for many years.  

And finally…  
To celebrate father’s day, I though a few dad jokes were in order.. 

Why did Cinderella get kicked off the football team? 

– She kept running away from the ball! 

A duck goes into a shop to buy some lipstick – He 

says to the cashier ‘Can you put this on my bill’! 

What do you call a dog that does magic tricks? – A 

Labracadabrador! 

Andy  

 

Please note some images used in this newsletter are free to use images under the following public agreement.  
  Photos by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

mailto:chair@chichestermgoc.org.uk
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


MG Car Club – Sussex Wanderers 

June 2021 Newsletter 
Late Spring and the advent of Summer has enabled us to enjoy some fine weather and 

coupled with the easing of some Covid-19 restrictions, although the Indian Variant may well 

delay the relaxing of all restrictions by 21st June, it has been possible to restart some MG 

events. On 23rd May, the MG Car Cub, South East Region organised a run to Leonardslee 

Gardens. This involved two start points – Brocketts Farm, near Leatherhead and the Red Lion 

at Ashington. Over 70 members took part, and which provided a great opportunity for many 

of the Sussex Wanderers members, who started from the Red Lion, to take to the open roads 

in their MGs and blow the cobwebs away. The run to Leonardslee passed through some 

delightful Sussex countryside, showing the Spring flowers and fresh green foliage at their 

best. 

 

Riding for the Disabled: 

 

Ursula and I are truly grateful for the continued generosity of the Sussex Wanderers members 

and as a result we have been able to make a further donation of £500.00 to Riding for the 

Disabled. Attached is a copy of a letter of thanks, dated 27th April 2021 from James Baxter, 

who is Chairman of the East Park Riding for the Disabled Group. James, who is owner of a 

WWII Willys Jeep and a Daimler SP250 (Dart), hopes to join us on one of our outings, with 

the possibility of saying a few words to us. 

Beware quality of pattern parts: 

 

Many of you that have undertaken restorations on your cars, in many cases will have used  

‘pattern parts’. Whilst these spares may look excellent, their quality can vary enormously. 

Bill Jeffries recently stripped Graham Ardern’s MGA engine, in order to resolve a few minor 

problems,    

including a lack of performance. In doing so it was discovered that a predecessor had 

replaced the camshaft and cam followers using ‘pattern parts’, which had not been hardened 



correctly. As a result the cam lobes had worn excessively, showing wear of up to 2.5mm, 

leading to a downturn in performance. So please ensure that any ‘pattern parts’ that you use 

are of top quality. 

 

MG Dealers: 

 

The last year has seen the demise of a number of businesses, due to the restrictions imposed 

by Covid-19 preventing the ability to trade profitably. Unfortunately one of these businesses 

was the well established garage – Horsham Car Centre - who were MG agents. I gather that 

there will be a new MG agent on Manor Royal in Crawley and that there is talk of an MG 

outlet in Bognor Regis. 

 

Forthcoming events: 

 

The start of June saw the first official day of Summer. Ursula and I have been reviewing the 

Sussex Wanderers calendar for the remainder of the year. We had hoped to include a visit to 

the Amberley Chalk Pits Museum, but they would require us to be on site by 9.50am, and we 

could not remove our cars until 4.30pm! Here are a few dates: 

 

Wednesday 11th August Meet at 10.30am for a start with coffee at 

the Red Lion in Ashington, followed by a 

run though the country lanes, ending at The 

White Horse in Maplehurst for a 2 course 

barbecue - £17.00 per head. Please let me 

know by                                   Monday  28th 

June whether or not you are able to join us. 

 

Note: It has been announced that final easing of the Covid-19 restrictions will be from 19th 

July, if this changes we may need to rearrange.  

Wednesday 8th September Parham House, with parking in front of the 

main house. It is hoped to include a large 

display of MGAs. Package to hopefully 

include a meal - possibly a picnic, to be 

prepared by the Naked Food Company. 

 

 

 

MGA parts for sale: 

 

Rocker Cover. Polished aluminium with MG motif and filler cap £20. 

 

Pair used Lucas 700 6½ in. front headlights units. Good inside chrome & lenses complete 

with bulbs. Right hand drive £25.  

 

Postage at cost for above or collect West Sussex. 

Contact: grahamardern@btinternet.com  Tel: 01903 774770 

mailto:grahamardern@btinternet.com


Our Sponsors  
We are very grateful to the continued support of our sponsors who are now fully open;  
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minchins; Classic MG Sports 

Cars in Chichester. 

 
Minchins of Goodwood,  Warehead, 

Halnaker, Chichester, W Sussex, 
PO18 0NF. 

tel; 07415 367857  
www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 

 
Based at Halnaker near the famous Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit, we offer the finest, 
original and fully restored MG & Triumph sports cars available. Every car is inspected, 

serviced, and tuned before delivery. For more information call us anytime.  
Viewing at our indoor showroom is strictly by Appointment only.  

A small selection of our Classics for sale; 
 

• 1.8 litre 4 cylinder MGB Roadster 1964; B Reg: CWW, Manual with Overdrive, £34,995 
Concours winner; ‘MG Red’, early Mk1 with toggle switch crackle dashboard; 20,000 miles since full 

body & engine  restoration in 2001 with new heritage shell, alloy bonnet, upgraded 1860cc fast road 

engine, detailed engine bay and much, much more. Absolutely perfect and stunning. 

     
 

• 2.2 litre 4 cylinder TR4A IRS; Old English White 1966; D Reg: CWW, Overdrive, £59,995  
1,000 miles since a 3 year full nut and bolt restoration to exacting Factory Spec. Everything brand 
new or fully refurbished. Fully built fast road engine with O/Drive. The finest available in Europe. 

 

     

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


        

 


