
Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter February 2021 

Message from 

Andy: 

Hi Everyone 

I hope you are all looking forward to better times as we begin the 

second month of 2021, I know I am. I guess we are all suffering a 

little cabin fever, I am for sure, so I hope this newsletter will be 

an opportunity to get a good dose of ‘MG tonic’. 

I am also encouraged to report that our events calendar is filling up with hopeful events for us all.  I 

am sorry our subscriptions payment section of our website is not yet up and running, but rest 

assured this will be operational in the next week and you will receive an email outlining the steps 

you need to make.  

My thanks to Simon Scotland, who has worked so hard to get this working and I am sure, once you 

have used it, you will all agree this is a simple and quick method of paying your subscriptions. 

 
My thanks to all who contribute to this newsletter including Colin Jessey and David Griffiths. 

 

Do not forget to take a few photos of anything car related activities your up to. Also jot down a few 

lines to add to our newsletter and share with fellow members in our Facebook group. Let us see all 

the inventive ways you have been spending your time on your car.  

 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter and Happy New Year to you all! 

 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006  

 

 

 

Henry Larkin found this down to earth 

sign on foreign shores..  

 

                               

Please visit our excellent website at 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk 

and  

please also join our Facebook discussion 

group for all the latest news and club chat https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/ 

Please note: all event dates and details are correct to our best efforts. Please check with the 

organisers before attending an event 

 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/
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 Review of events in 

February 2021   
Transport in India – by Clive Wilson 

We were treated to a 

fantastic talk through the 

roads of India by Clive and 

Wendy Wilson on our Club 

night. Clive covered the 

multitude of forms of 

transport from coaches 

and handmade trucks to 

motorcycles carrying the 

family. I think we all came 

away with a better 

understanding of the 

challenges of Indian 

driving, but a real feeling of 

just how beautiful the 

country and her people 

are. You never know, maybe a future Chichester tour? Although in 

fairness Clive did say he was awfully glad he did not have to drive!!  

(The picture is of signs Clive and Wendy saw all over India. Maybe a 

local MG group? No, it’s short for Mahatma Gandhi Road!) 

 



Articles of interest  
Our events calendar for 2021 – We continue to build up 

the events and these can be seen on our website. Tony 

Gunton is trying to keep pace with an eve changing 

picture, which we will try and keep up to date.  

Unfortunately, in the same way as last year we can only say, 

hope, but it is something to look forward to.  

 

 

 

 

MG suffers, do you know someone? 

 

My thanks to Henry Larkin for finding this one..  



 Welcome back soon 

  

 
Greetings one and all.  We are all looking forward to being able to get back on the road in our 
beloved and cherished MGs and to meet up once again – remember the good old days of club 
meets, tours and events? 
 
We as a club would like to mark the momentous occasion of the end of restrictions by throwing a 
great big WELCOME BACK event for everyone; possibly in the form of a gathering and 
picnic/BBQ/buffet outdoors or at a short drive out and ending up at a suitable venue. 
 
This will give us all a great chance to re-kindle friendships, talk about our MGs, stand closer than 2m 
apart and toss our facemasks in the air to celebrate the end of COVID19 restrictions!                                   

 
 
At this stage it is impossible to make any firm plans, as we can only hold this event when it is 
completely safe to do so but WATCH THIS SPACE for further updates in the coming weeks/months! 
 
In the meantime, keep positive, stay safe and in the words of our Chairman “The Sun Will Shine 
Again” 
 
Alice Baggs 
 
 
 



 A Classic Car, a Classic Journey, a Classic Tale  

‘Uncle’ was a professional photographer during the 50s & 60s, with clients by ‘Royal Appointment’. 
With a charismatic character, he was always impeccably dressed in hand tailored Italian suits, silk 
shirts and bowties. ‘Auntie’, a glamorous BOAC air hostess, was also always beautifully dressed in the 
latest fashions. 
 
This was an age when the British motor industry was at its prime: In 1966 ‘Uncle’ bought one of the 
first 420G Jaguars with the 4.2 litre straight six cylinder engine with triple SU carburettors. However, 
in 1971 he exchanged this for a 1962 Bentley S2 Continental two door Coupe with body by HJ Mulliner. 
Although nine years old with some 60,000 miles on the clock, she was stunning and in ‘as-new’ 
condition in metallic sage green over silver, with a large steel sliding sunshine roof, automatic gearbox, 
air conditioning, grey Connolly leather upholstery, deep piled grey Wilton carpets, and rosewood trim. 
The two large doors gave easy access to the sumptuous rear seats, with a drinks cabinet behind the 
front seats. Powered by a 6230cc V8 aluminium engine with twin SU carburettors developing 200 bhp, 
she reached 60mph in 11 seconds with a top speed of 120mph.  

         
1962 Bentley S2 Continental 2 door Coupe - similar to ‘Uncle & Aunties’  
 
‘Uncle’ was not at all mechanically minded. However, shortly after buying the car, he decided to take 
‘Auntie’ on a tour of North Africa to photograph the Pyramids and the Roman Amphitheatres. They 
set off in September 1971 to cross the Channel on the Newhaven Dieppe ferry, drive down through 
central France and over the Pyrenees, into central Spain to Madrid and Malaga, and then by ferry to 
Melilla in Morocco. Apart from getting lost on occasions where road-surfaces were indistinguishable, 
their journey through Algeria into Tunisia was uneventful.  
 
Resuming their journey after a short stay at an exclusive hotel in Tunis, in a poor rundown area on the 
outskirts of the capital, ‘Uncle’ heard a nasty ‘clunk’ from the rear axle when the Bentley hit a large 
pothole. Most confusing; the engine was running but the car wouldn’t go! Locals soon gathered 
around, so ‘Uncle’ locked ‘Auntie’ in the car while he sought assistance (no mobiles in those days) and 
managed to stop a passing Mercedes taxi. To avoid leaving the car unattended in such an undesirable 
location, and knowing there wasn’t a Rolls-Royce agent nearby, he stayed with the car and in his 
school-boy French asked the taxi driver to take ‘Auntie’ to a local Mercedes garage for help. 
 
An hour passed and ‘Uncle’ began to worry that the taxi driver may have sold his wife at a local market, 
never to see her again. But moments later she soon turned up sitting in the front of a large Mercedes 
pick-up truck. The driver lifted the Bentley onto the back of the truck and took them all to the relative 
safety of the Mercedes dealer. The garage confirmed that the offside half-shaft had snapped. ‘Uncle’ 
immediately called Rolls-Royce/Bentley in the UK, explained the unfortunate events, and gave them 
contact details and locations of the Mercedes garage and their hotel. Rolls-Royce subsequently spoke 
to the garage on the phone and then advised ‘Uncle’ that the necessary replacements parts would be 



flown out immediately, that all was in hand, and that they would on their way again as quickly as 
possible. It was now mid-afternoon so ‘Uncle and Auntie’ returned to their hotel. 
 
‘Uncle and Auntie’ spent the following day by the hotel pool; but anxious to know what was 
happening, later that afternoon they returned to the garage to be met by a Rolls-Royce mechanic in 
clean white overalls, saying “almost done Sir, we’ve replaced the broken offside half-shaft as well as 
the good near side half-shaft (just in case), have re-assemble the diff unit which is fine, and we are 
now just checking over the whole car, greasing everything, changing the oil and filters, and checking 
the fuel lines and carbs; I will leave you some fuel additive as the local petrol here is as not as good as 
ours. As soon as we finish this evening, we will deliver the car to your hotel”. 
 
At dinner that evening the mechanic duly delivered the car to the hotel: The waiter bought the keys 
on a silver tray together with a fine bottle of French champagne with a Rolls-Royce compliments card. 
Uncle rushed outside to see the Bentley nicely parked outside the front entrance, spotlessly clean and 
shining, but there was no sign of the mechanic. Checking out at reception the next morning, they were 
told that Rolls-Royce had paid their bill. A little worried, thinking that the Mercedes garage may exploit 
the financial position, they drove to the garage to settle up, but were again told that Rolls-Royce had 
taken care of everything, including the vehicle recovery costs. Just 48 hours after the breakdown, 
including two nights in an exclusive hotel, they were on their way again! 
 
Two days later they checked into a hotel in Tripoli for a brief rest before a long 1200 mile drive along 
the Libyan coast to Alexandria in Egypt, with a short stop at Benghazi on route. Worried about their 
safety, they shared the driving through the night, only making essential stops for fuel, food and calls 
of nature. Our travellers then spent a week seeing the sites of Egypt before boarding a ferry at 
Alexandria for Brindisi on the heel of Italy. 
 
The rest of the journey was stress and trouble free driving up the centre of Italy, crossing the Alps into 
Austria, and then north through Germany into Denmark. From Copenhagen they crossed the Kattegat 
into Sweden, drove along the Skagerrat coast up to Oslo, and then and with the first of the autumn 
snow they drove over the Norwegian Buskerud mountains to Bergen, which ‘Auntie’ proclaimed was 
the best and nicest part of the whole journey. After a ferry to Newcastle, they were soon home. 
 
‘Uncle’ returned to his business and wadded through his bills, but there was nothing from Rolls-Royce. 
After a few days, he gave them a telephone call to thank them for their excellent service and to settle 
his account. He explained the matter to the receptionist, who advised that she would look into it and 
get someone to call back as quickly as possible. Within the hour, the phone rang; a very well-spoken 
Rolls-Royce executive introduced himself and advised calmly; “we like your story Sir, but there must 
be some mistake, because Rolls-Royce/Bentley half-shafts never go.” 
 
Foot Note; 
Before leaving the UK, Uncle’s local Rolls-Royce garage ‘Sunningdale Motors’, fitted five new tyres and 
provided a spares kit, which was never opened. ‘Uncle’ also took one of the better old tyres as a further 
spare, but to no avail as they didn’t get one puncture. To ‘Aunties’ dismay, the boot was filled  with 
the spares kit, the second spare tyre, and two 5 gallon jerry cans filled with petrol which were later 
used on the coast road across Libya. Their entire personal luggage was carried in the back. 
After Uncle’s phone call from Tunis to Rolls-Royce, two mechanics flew out that night with the spares 
and completed the repairs within 24 hours. Apart from the break-down, there were no other 
problems. The trip-meter recorded almost 7,000 miles, which included 2,500 miles across North Africa 
on both hard and soft road surfaces. The journey took seven weeks averaging approximately 130/140 
miles a day. Such a classic journey could not be undertaken today, (not even in a MG). 
 
Colin Jessey 



 
 
 

Changes on our Steering committee 

I would also like to express our thanks both from myself and the club to Colin Jessey, who has 
worked so hard for the club over many years organising our brilliant tours and sitting on our steering 
committee. Colin has reluctantly had to stand down but continues to be a key player in the club.  

We would also like to welcome Alice Baggs who has joined our Steering committee and Michael 
Baggs who has joined our general committee. 

Andy Harris 

Competition time 
FEBRUARY COMPETITION name that location 
Can you Identify the location of this beach, and/or sea or ocean it faces? And win one of our exclusive 
Club Baseball Caps or Woolly Ski Hats in a colour of your choice. 
 
Clue; its located close to an MGOC-Car Club. If you visit you most definitely will not need one of our 
Woolly Ski Hats! 

 
The winner and the closest guesses will be announced in our March newsletter. 
Please send your answers to Andy & Colin at;andy.harris@computer-assets.co.uk 
colin.jessey@btinternet.com 

mailto:andy.harris@computer-assets.co.uk


Club Members 2021 

Annual £10 Subscription, 

we are almost there!!! 
 
We are nearly there ..Members can soon pay next year’s 

subscriptions, sorry for the delay, but we have been 

working hard to get the system running just right!  

Members benefits include monthly newsletters; access to 

a fabulous web site; club nights; entry to all club events, 

club outings, tours and mini tours; voting rights; support 

from club members; being part of a fantastic friendly club 

& much, much more. 

£10 membership covers one member, spouse, and family. 

However, if voting rights are required for each family 

member, please allow £10 per person. 

Payments will be requested in February. 
Sorry for the delay but we are having to make several changes to our website. You will then be able 
to pay simply and safely via the website using your debit or credit card.  
(You will receive an email in the next week) 
 
We can still accept payment via standing order or bank transfer, details on request. 
 

We look forward to an eventful and successful year in 2021. 

  



Club Events for 

February 
 

Join the Zoom Meeting every Tuesday 8.00pm on Non-club nights. 
 

Now we are in lockdown again, why not join in on 

our non-club night Zoom chat? It is an ideal 

opportunity to catchup on MG matters and enjoy 

the company of others.  

If you feel unsure of how this all works give Andy a 

call and he can talk you through just how simple it is 

to use and install.  

Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk 

 

 

   

  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOO
DBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09 
 
Meeting ID: 837 2058 8436 
Passcode: MGOC1006 

) 

 

mailto:Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83720588436?pwd=Q0xyZUxOODBUcE9VSUdmOWtXKzNtUT09


  Future Club Events 

for 2021 
We are now trying to organise events, but this is subject to the changing Covid 19 
situation and restrictions. This can change very quickly, so please keep an eye on our 
Facebook Discussion Group, website, and newsletters for the latest information. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Club night Mar 2nd – A talk by Goodwood 

Instructor John Willcocks from 8.00pm – 
John is a senior instructor at Goodwood circuit 
and will be talking out his experiences in the hot 
seat of many cars. A fascinating evening is in wait 
for us all.   

 

 

 

Club AGM - We are holding our first AGM on Tuesday 30/3/21 via Zoom. I do hope you can join us 

to look back on last year and look forward to this coming year.  Details and papers will be sent out to 
all members.  
 
 
 

 

April Club night Tuesday 6th 
April  - Join us for either a Club run, 

or an online quiz on Zoom, if 
regulations allow.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chichester MGOC’s Annual Picnic & Gathering at ‘The 

Weald & Downland Living Museum’  

 

Sunday 11th April 2021 

(Proposed)        
  

Due to lockdown restrictions, we 
will only issue tickets when we 

can confirm the date.  
 

Tickets will only be via our web 
site; www.chichestermgoc.org.uk.  

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

We are looking to organise…. 

 

• Impromptu Spring Run  
 

• Chichester Wales Tour  
 

• Autumn Mini Tour 
 

• Sunday Carvery Lunch & 
Wooden Skittles Fun Day 

 
 

Look out for more details and dates in the coming newsletters or online 
 
 

  

http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://chichestermgoc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a013ba178adc6a3fd0d5f2327&id=7907b8d535&e=dcbcc243cd


Chichester MGOC 1006 Club Clothing Range 
 

We always have in stock in a full range of colours with our embroidered club logo; baseball caps, peak caps, 
woolly hats and woolly scarfs; together with a few fleeces and body warmers in assorted sizes and colours.  

Orders are welcome anytime from our full clothing range listed below.  
Embroidered logos are colour parchment; other colours are available upon request. 

 Contact Colin on 01903 877858 or email colin.jessey@btinternet.com  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
BASEBALL CAPS   thick brushed cotton Buffalo Cap;   £8.00. 
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Dark Grey, Army Beige, Chocolate, Red, Bottle Green, Kelly Green, Beige, White. 
 

BASEBALL PEAK CAPS   heavy brushed cotton Profile Cap & washed cotton canvas Suede Peak Cap;    £9.50. 
Navy/red peak, Navy/taupe peak, Green/taupe peak: Black/suede peak, Denim-blue/suede peak.  
 

WOOLLY SKI HATS  & ORIGINAL BEANIES   heavy double knit & soft touch acrylic Woolly Ski Hats;   £8.00. 
Black, Navy, Royal, Bottle Green, Grey, Red: & Saphire Blue, Kelly Green, Heather Oatmeal, Yellow, White. 
 

KNITTED SCARFS   soft touch heavy ribbed knitted & thermal suprafleece Scarfs;   £10.00.       
Black, Navy, Smoke: & Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Charcoal, Red. 
 

KNITTED SCARFS    soft touch heavy ribbed two colour knitted Scarf;   £12.50.        
Black/red, Black/grey, Navy/red, Navy/sky; Navy/white, Royal/white; Red/white, Kelly Green/white, 
Burgundy/gold. 
 

KNITTED GLOVES   soft touch ribbed knitted stretch Gloves with MG Logo;   £12.50.  Black, Navy, Mid Grey 
 

SOL’s HEAVY T SHIRTS   100% combed heavy cotton T Shirt;   £9.50.  
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Sky Blue, Dark or Marl Grey, Bottle Green, Red, Sand, White.  
  

POLO/SPORTS SHIRTS   polly/cotton traditional pique Polo Shirt;   £12.50. 
Black, Bottle Green, French Navy, Royal Blue, Sky Blue, Burgundy, Classic Red, Charcoal, Heather Grey, White. 
 

SWEAT SHIRTS   soft cotton faced traditional Sweatshirt;   £15.00. 
Black, Oxford Navy, Royal Blue, Burgundy, Fire Red, Bottle Green, Kelly Green; Storm Grey, Heather Grey, 
Moondust Grey, Nude Beige, Artic White. 
 
ZIP NECK SWEAT SHIRTS   soft cotton faced traditional Sweatshirt with zipped collar;   £20.00. 
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Burgundy, Red, Bottle Green, Heather Grey, White. 
 

FULLY ZIPPED FLEECES   fully zipped traditional unlined Fleece;   £22.50. 
Black, Bottle, Dark Navy, Royal Blue, Classic Red, Seal Grey. 
 

FULLY ZIPPED FLEECE HOODIES  fully zipped Fleece Hoodie with lace draw-cord;   £25.00. 
Black, Charcoal, French Navy, Royal Blue, Burgundy, Heather Grey.   
 

RUGBY SHIRTS   combed cotton single jersey Rugby Shirt with taped white collar;   £25.00. 
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Burgundy, Slate Grey, Bottle Green, Olive Green. 
 

PADDED BODYWARMERS   lined and filled windproof Body Warmer;  £25.00.  Black, Navy, Bottle Green, Red. 
 

FLEECE LINED BODYWARMERS   fleece lined padded windproof Body Warmer, hood in collar;   £35.00.  
Black, Navy, Red.  
 

HIGH VIZ WAISTCOATS;  (£4.50 or £8.00 with printed logo) & OVERALLS (from £25.00)   
 

Payments: Welcome by bank transfer paid into our Santander  ‘Chichester MGOC Regalia Account’; A/C 
22353988; Sort Code 09-01-29; or by cash given to Colin or Andy at any time. Cheques are not accepted.  
Orders: Delivery is usually from 2 to 3 weeks from receipt of order.     26.01.2021 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com


Sussex Wanderers  
 

 
 

 



 



Our Sponsors  
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are very grateful to the 
continued support of our sponsors 
during these difficult times and are 

pleased to advise they shall be 
operating as follows; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Sussex Classic Car Parts Trading as normal, but the shop is only open for  

pre-orders and collections. 
 
Paul Bros    Trading as normal; providing essential services 

including car repairs, servicing & MOTs 
 
Cherished Car Insurance  Trading and working as normal (although some 
     phone calls may be taken from home) 
 
Minchins of Goodwood Showroom is closed during Covid lockdown and 

restrictions; and unable to offer any viewings or 
sales  

 
Horsham Car Centre Showroom and workshop is closed during Covid 

lockdown and restrictions; and unable to offer any 
viewings or sales  

 



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minchins; Classic MG Sports 

Cars in Chichester. 

 
Minchins of Goodwood,  Warehead, 

Halnaker, Chichester, W Sussex, 
PO18 0NF. 

tel; 07415 367857  
www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 

 
Based at Halnaker near the famous Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit, we offer 

the finest, original and fully restored MG sports cars available. Every car is 
inspected, serviced, and tuned before delivery.  

For further information call us during normal times; Viewing at our indoor 
showroom is strictly by Appointment only. 

 
Regretfully during the current Covid crisis, for the health and safety of 
everyone, our showroom will be closed and we are unable to offer any 

viewings or sales.  
We wish all our customers a better 2021 and ask everyone to stay safe. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


HORSHAM CAR CENTRE  
 

 
 

 
Following the Government’s Covid Lockdown announcement on 

January 4th, regretfully our sponsors ‘Horsham Car Centre’ have closed 
their showroom until the current restrictions are lifted. 

 
Located just off the A264 on the north side of Horsham, ‘Horsham Car 
Centre’ is our local dealer for new and used MGs, and also for Jeep. 

Established over 40 years ago the dealership offers sales and servicing 
for all new MGs, and has the full range of MGs in their showrooms, 

including Electric Vehicles. 
 

As soon as restrictions are lifted the team at Horsham look forward to 
seeing club members and MG owners again at their showrooms, and in 

the meantime wish everyone to stay safe. 
 
MG & Jeep, Sales & Servicing 
for all new and used MG and Jeep. 
 
Roffey Corner 
Crawley Road 
Horsham 
West Sussex 
RH12 4HG 
 
tel; 01403 272747 
email; sales@horshamcarcentre.co.uk 
www.horshamcarcentre.co.uk 

 

mailto:sales@horshamcarcentre.co.uk
http://www.horshamcarcentre.co.uk/

