
Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter December 2020 

Message from 

Andy: 

Hi everyone and welcome to our Christmas Newsletter. I 

hope you are all keeping safe and ready for the festive season 

even though it is under difficult circumstances. 

Tony Gunton, better known as the Christmas Elf, put a 

fantastic program together for our Christmas club night, so do read up about this in this in the 

newsletter.  

We all hope that next year will be a better year for us all and we can soon meet up again, but until 

then I hope the varied articles  in the newsletter keep you entertained over the festive period. 

My thanks to all who contribute to this newsletter including Colin Jessey and David Griffiths. 

 

Do not forget to take a few photos of anything car related activities your up to. Also jot down a few 

lines to add to our newsletter and share with fellow members in our Facebook group. Let us see all 

the inventive ways you have been using your social distancing time. 

 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter Merry Christmas to 

you all! 

 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006  

 

 

 

Remembering our trip to Lee-on-Solent Hovercraft 

museum   

 

                               

Please visit our excellent website at 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk and  

please also join our Facebook discussion group for all the latest news and club chat 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/ 

Please note: all event dates and details are correct to our best efforts. Please check with the 

organisers before attending an event 

 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/discussmgchi/
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Review of events in 

December  
Chichester MGOC 1006 virtual Christmas meeting 
I hope many of you managed to join us for a terrific evening, hosted by Tony as chief Elf! With Simon 

in the background making, it all work.  

We had loads of great moment and here are just a few of the highlights. 

Best Christmas Jumper – we had a great display of Jumpers, hats and even a welsh dresser! (See 

articles of interest in this newsletter). But our winners were Wendy and Clive Wilson for a fantastic, 

coordinated jumper display! 

Caption competition – We had some great entries, but the overall winner was 

 

‘Mum realised too late that she had packed 

the wrong toolbox, but luckily, she had 

packed her finest tea set!’ 

By Alice Baggs 

 

 

 

 

 

Best photo 

competition What 

a brilliant display 

of members 

photos from 2020 

we had. The three 

selected as best 

were: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the overall winner by Nikki Holden  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talks – The talks were very varied and interesting on ‘The Sporting bears’, ‘Importing an MGA’, 

‘trackdays and ‘The best Car I have owned’.  (Terry’s talk has been moved to our Jan meeting, see the 

‘What’s on in Jan’ section of this newsletter). 

Best wished from MGOC – We even had a ‘Happy Christmas’ message from HQ.  



 

Who to thank or blame for our Christmas Club night? 

Theme - Father Christmas, Directors - Andy Harris – The Chef Elf, Producer - Simon Scotland, Editor - 

Simon Scotland, MC - The Chief Elf, Special features recording - Simon Scotland, Raffle - Colin Jessy, 

Music - MGOC1006 Director of music David Blackford and thanks also to - Alice Baggs, John Godsmark, 

Robin Hamilton, Terry Holden and Clive Wilson. 

The Chief Elf. 

 

Inter-Register Club Tabletop Rally  
Having come joint 2nd out of 27 entrants in the last Inter-Register Club table top rally in September, 

Tony and I entered their next event in November hoping for another good result. Then Lockdown 2 

was announced, preventing us from getting together to take part. We considered withdrawing, but 

decided to give it a go working separately on our own maps, while communicating through Zoom – it 

can’t be that difficult! 

 

Once again, we were in Tony’s 

virtual Jowett Javelin 

following cryptic instructions 

to 15 destinations in the 

Dorking and Reigate area. We 

were hampered from the start 

by confusion about whether 

we were in the ‘Expert’ class 

after our success in the last 

event, or still Novices, which 

resulted in uncertainty about 

our start time. Undaunted, we 

pushed on, working 

separately on different sections. Progress was slow due to trying to read instructions and plot the 

route at the same time, so after a while we reverted to one person reading out the instructions and 

the other plotting, which worked better.   

With half an hour left we still had several sections to complete (I’m sure the instructions were harder 

than last time!) and then we had communication issues due to my iPad battery going flat! We even 

had problems sending in the answers on time, which resulted in penalty points! 

The result of all these difficulties (and our lack of ability!) was that we came 17th out of 30. At least 

it was better than our first attempt when we were 21st! Virtual Austin 10s took the top two 

positions and with five other Austins taking part they were the winning team. Jowetts were 2nd 

thanks to two high scorers, but the MG team were down in 4th, even with an MGA Twin Cam! 

Despite the setback we will have another go next time and just hope we are out of lockdown! 

Clive Wilson 

 



Articles of interest  
Sky documentary on Sir Stirling Moss  
On Friday 11th December, around 9 pm, the 
Sky Documentary channel ran the life story 
of Sir Stirling Moss, who, of course, once 
held the land speed record in an MG! As 
most people know, Annie and Jim Strudwick 
played a big part in saving his life at his 
crash at Goodwood on Easter Monday, 
1962.  Both were lifelong friends of Sir 
Stirling Moss and were delighted that Sky 
contacted them to be involved.  (For those 
with Sky, should be able to catch it again). 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The impact of the Government ban on the sale of 

new petrol and diesel cars in 2030 
The Federation of British Historic Vehicles Clubs has taken 

on the mantle of ensuring we will still be able to drive our 

MGs in the future. The following article covers the main 

issues very well.  

 https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/fbhvc-

position-on-government-ban-on-sale-of-new-

cars-with-internal-combustion-engines-from-2030 

 

 

£80k to spend then this is the MG for you!  
See what your money can buy 
you if you have a spare bit of 
cash in your wallet not doing 
anything! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3KmcAO5Xmc&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/fbhvc-position-on-government-ban-on-sale-of-new-cars-with-internal-combustion-engines-from-2030
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/fbhvc-position-on-government-ban-on-sale-of-new-cars-with-internal-combustion-engines-from-2030
https://www.fbhvc.co.uk/news/article/fbhvc-position-on-government-ban-on-sale-of-new-cars-with-internal-combustion-engines-from-2030
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3KmcAO5Xmc&feature=youtu.be


Christmas decorations  
Henry took of our Welsh dresser, decorated for the 1006 Christmas party.  The dresser was made by 

one of my great grandfathers who was Welsh.  Another great grandfather was French and was 

treasurer of the Communards in 

the siege of Paris 1871.  He 

managed to escape to 

England.  Many others were 

killed and some like the father 

of Debussy, the composer, 

whom he knew, were 

imprisoned.  Years later my 

great grandfather went back to 

France and became the first 

Communist member of 

Parliament in the Assemblie 

Nationale.  He was given a state 

funeral in Paris when he died in 

1932 but is buried in his village 

of Mailly La Ville, Burgundy.  The 

newspaper ‘Humanite’ was full 

of it at the time.  I have a copy.  We visited there after the 1006 tour of Brittany last year.    

Back to the dresser. As well as Christmas decorations, my four 1020 teddies are in the centre in their 

1020 jumpers and badges and also the teddies that I bought in Scotland, Lands’ End and France on 

1006 trips and the glass tankard Henry was presented with as being the oldest on the Lands End 

trip.  There are some winter teddies, a Wales one, in hope of next year’s visit and the latest addition 

–Reggie the repair bear from MG.  Henry says teddies are cheaper than children!  

very best wishes 

Aline and Henry 

What have you been up 

to in lockdown? – 

PeterTipping has told us 

what he had been up to. 
When Drive It Day arrived 

on the 26th April, it was 

that fabulous weather when 

we couldn't go anywhere or 

meet up with anybody, but 

we could break the 

boredom and go for a 'drive' 

and have a party with some 

special friends in the back 

garden... So after a few hot 

laps (well we can dream) we got out the picnic, broke open the wine and even turned up the music. 

I'm sure "ESKie" enjoyed the break from quarantine in the garage too!  



When did you last check your 

gearbox oil? 
 

Bruce Minchin has noted several 

MGB’s with low levels of oil in their 

gearboxes. Garages must spend 

about an hour to reach the dipstick 

in the bellhousing, so this is very 

often missed. This can result in 

gearbox damage and costly repairs. 

The message is, make sure you get 

your garage to check oil levels or 

check yourself.  

 

The DVLA have announced changes concerning information on black and silver 

number plates which will take effect from 1 January 2021. 
 
My thanks to Tony Gunton for bringing 
this to our attention.  The changes 
being introduced on 1 January 2021 will 
affect the ability of vehicles registered 
in the historic tax class to display the 
old style pre-1973 black and silver 
number plates. 
Following the change in definition of a 
historic vehicle for vehicle tax 
exemption purposes in 2015, an issue 
was identified in the regulatory 
requirements for the valid display of a black and silver number plate. This resulted in an unintended 
consequence where any vehicle over 40 years old and registered in the historic tax class would be 
permitted to display an old style black and silver number plate. This was despite the law previously 
requiring all vehicles first registered after 1 January 1973 to only display the yellow and white 
number plates with black characters. 
As this was never the intention, DVLA have sought to rectify this through a legal correction which 
will shortly be implemented. The change seeks to prevent any vehicle constructed after 1 January 
1980 from the ability to display the black and silver number plate despite being recorded in the 
DVLA’s historic tax class. Those vehicles with a construction date prior to 1 January 1980 will 
continue to be able to legally display black and silver number plates to avoid any undue costs of 
replacement. 
 

 

 

 

  



CLUB CLOTHING; 2020 SALES UPDATE & CHARITABLE DONATION 
 

Despite lockdown, lack of club nights and our Xmas dinner, our regalia and clothing sales for 

the year amounted to £1,210; providing a surplus in our Regalia Account at £466. This 

sum includes £160 received from ‘Enjoying MG’ for our ‘2018 Scottish Highland Tour’ article.  

As this was Philip Overton’s last trip It has been agreed by our Committees to donate this to 

Philip Overton’s selected charity ‘Gosport & Fareham Inshore Rescue Service’ 

www.gafirs.org.uk . The committee also agreed to top up this donation to £250, donating £90 

from the regalia surplus. 

This leaves a surplus balance from Clothing & Regalia sales at £216 to be carried over to 

2021. (These figures exclude funds from our General Account raised from sponsorship, 

subscriptions etc; which are allocated to general club running costs). 

 ‘Gosport and Fareham Inshore Rescue Service’, Registered Charity No 1159681, is a busy 

independent lifeboat 

service founded in 1969, 

operating a Lifeboat 

from its station at Stokes 

Bay, Gosport, and an 

Inshore Lifeboat from a 

berth in Gosport Marina; 

providing a Declared 

Facility emergency 

search and rescue 

capability for HM 

Coastguard, covering 

the coastal waters of Hill 

Head, Lee-on-the-Solent, Browndown, Stokes Bay, Gilkicker, out to the Spithead Forts, the 

whole of Portsmouth Harbour and Fareham Creek. 

 

GAFIRS unpaid volunteers are available on call-out for HM Coastguard all year round and in 

all weathers. GAFIRS responds to over 100 incidents a year, ranging from simple mechanical 

failures, groundings, medical incidents, persons overboard and other life-at-risk emergencies. 

2020 was a busy year for GAFIRS, responding to 101 incidents to date, assisting 112 people, 

6 of whom were life-at-risk, providing their Land Rover and team of volunteer drivers to 

Gosport Borough Council making 574 deliveries of medicine to local vulnerable people. 

Colin 

http://www.gafirs.org.uk/


Club Members 2021 

Annual £10 Subscription 
 
Members can soon pay next year’s subscriptions, which 

has been agreed by the committee to remain at £10 per 

member. However, we have now agreed that these are a 

fixed subscription fee and not voluntary as before. The 

subscriptions will allow the club to provide all members 

benefits to include our website, all administration and 

annual running costs for 2021. 

Members benefits include monthly newsletters; access to 

a fabulous web site; club nights; entry to all club events, 

club outings, tours and mini tours; voting rights; support 

from club members; being part of a fantastic friendly club 

& much, much more. 

£10 membership covers one member, spouse, and family. However, if voting rights are required for 

each family member, please allow £10 per person. 

Payments will be requested in January 
And can be made simply and safely via the website using your debit or credit card.  (Full details of 
how you can do this will be given via email and in January’s newsletter). 
 
We can still accept payment via standing order or bank transfer, details on request. 
 

We look forward to an eventful and successful year in 2021. 

 



Club Events for 

January  
Virtual Club night Jan 5th 2021 8.00pm – A talk 

by Terry Holden on his favourite cars – Join us 

online for a fascinating talk by Terry on all the cars he 

has owned. (Here is just one, featured in EMG) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the Zoom Meeting every Tuesday 8.00pm on Non-club nights 
 

Why not join in on our non-club night Zoom chat? It 

is an ideal opportunity to catchup on MG matters 

and enjoy the company of others.  

If you feel unsure of how this all works give Andy a 

call and he can talk you through just how simple it is 

to use and install. 

Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk 

 

 

   

  

Meeting ID: 811 3678 0316 
Password: MGOC1006 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc
2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09 

 

mailto:Andy.harris@chichestermgoc.org.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81136780316?pwd=eHNWL2ZOc2pFVVFUaFVCaEdvWE94UT09


  Future Club Events 

for 2021 
We are now trying to organise events, but this is subject to the changing Covid 19 
situation and restrictions. This can change very quickly, so please keep an eye on our 
Facebook Discussion Group, website, and newsletters for the latest information. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Chichester MGOC’s Annual Picnic & Gathering at ‘The 

Weald & Downland Living Museum’  

 

Sunday 11th April 2021 
        

Full details are to follow in the 
New Year.  

 
Tickets will only be via our web 

site; www.chichestermgoc.org.uk.  
 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

We are looking to organise…. 

 

• Impromptu Spring Run  
 

• Chichester Wales Tour  
 

• Autumn Mini Tour 
 

• Sunday Carvery Lunch & 
Wooden Skittles Fun Day 

 
 

Look out for more details and dates in the coming newsletters or online 
 

http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
https://chichestermgoc.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a013ba178adc6a3fd0d5f2327&id=7907b8d535&e=dcbcc243cd


CHRISTMAS 1006 CLUB CLOTHING 

In stock and immediately available - in time for Christmas 
all with embroidered club logo, one size and in a full range of colours 

 

    

BASEBALL CAPS £8 - thick brushed cotton Buffalo Caps; in a choice of colours - 
Black, Navy, Royal Blue, Dark Grey, Army Beige, Chocolate, Red, Bottle, Kelly Green & Beige. 

 
WOOLLY SKI HATS & ORIGINAL BEANIES 

£8 - heavy double knit & soft touch acrylic 
Woolly Hats; in a choice of colours - Black, 
Navy, Royal, Grey, Red, Saphire Blue, Kelly 

Green & White. 
 
    

PLAIN COLOUR SCARFS £10 - soft touch 
heavy ribbed & thermal suprafleece 
Scarfs, in colours; Ribbed Scarfs; Black, 
Navy & Smoke. Suprafleece Scarfs; Royal Blue, Charcoal & Red. 

TWO COLOUR KNITTED SCARFS £2.50 - soft touch heavy ribbed knitted Scarf, in colours; 
Black/red, Black/grey, Navy/red, Navy/sky; Navy/white & Royal/white.  

KNITTED GLOVES £12.50 -soft touch knitted woolly Gloves, in colours; Black, Navy, Mid 
Grey. 

     

For collection/delivery; call Colin on 01903 877858  or email; colin.jessey@btinternet.com    
 

Our Full Clothing Range is available in a variety of colours and sizes to order at any time; 

 to include; baseball caps, woolly hats, plain and coloured woolly & fleece scarfs, woolly 

gloves, bibbed aprons, T shirts, polo shirts, plain and zipped neck sweat shirts, rugby shirts, 

zipped fleeces, zipped fleece hoodies, body warmers, high-viz waistcoats, traffic jacket and 

overalls. 

 

Delivery usually 2 –3 weeks; but 3 – 4 weeks during lockdown. 

Check out our web site for our full and extended range; www.chichestermgoc.org.uk 

NB. Brushed Cotton Baseball Caps in dark colours can fade with age and in strong sunlight. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/


For Sale 
 

The following items are for sale or looking for new homes  
 
 
 
 

Bits in my Garage  = Thought it might be helpful if I set out what I’ve found and is still left! Amazing 

what one finds! 

 Intermotor 11040 standard ignition coil. Replaces 11030, 11080, 11200. Fits many British and some 

continental cars from 60s/70s etc £15  

 Two SU carburettor overhaul kits ref CSK59. Not complete but I think you could make more than 

one out of the two. Lots of bits and gaskets! Say £10 the two. 

 Boot handle T shape - MG Midget and possibly other BMC cars  

 Door mirrors. Two different overtaker style clamp on ones and one bolt on BL 1970s style. Not 

perfect so say £3 each buyer to collect.. 

 Chrome elbow type reading light £5 

 Flexible stalk map reading lights - I’ve got two that you wire in and one that plugs into a power 

socket or cigar lighter socket. Say £5 each 

 Pair of 5 inch fog lights. They come with removable stone guards and you can use them with or 

without. Very 1950s/60s/70s 

Some MGB a chrome side strips. Most new some used. Say £5 again 

Austin A40 Farina tool kit - jack and wheel brace plus (empty) tool roll all in original Austin cardboard 

box (box not in great shape but original). Jack etc would suit other BMC cars no doubt £10 

 Three scissor jacks. Scruffy and with surface rust but working. With handles. £7 each 

 X wheel brace I’ve got two say £5 each 

 Set of new but unidentifiable points. Probably BMC A series 

 Standard camshaft for MG Midget 1275 

 Surrey soft top frame (used) for TR4/4A/5. £5 

 Various Autobooks owners manuals MG Midget up to 1275, MG ZA/ZB Magnette and similar Austin, 

Morris etc with B series engine. Fiat X19 Hillman Avenger 

 Finally for someone who wants to do a 1970s style tune up I have an old “Colortune” and 

“Carbalancer”. No idea if they still work so happy to pass on to anyone who can try and make use of 

them.  

 
Clive Sayer  clive.sayer@gmail.com 

mailto:clive.sayer@gmail.com
https://dhcwargamesblog.wordpress.com/for-sale/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Sussex 

Wanderers  
Dear all,  
 
Hope you are keeping well and have found 
plenty to occupy yourselves during the last 
lockdown period. Most of us are now in tier 2 
and provided that we all behave ourselves 
over Christmas, there is the possibility that some form of normality may return during 2021, allowing 
the Sussex Wanderers outings to return in some form or another. I have written to Santa asking if 
there is any possibility of a jab as a present! 
 
Just to prove how dangerous Covid - 19 can be, our friend and fellow MG enthusiast, Peter Wallace, 
sadly died from the virus on 5th November.  
Peter had been a good friend, who I had known for many years from my sailing days. Peter had been 
educated in Geneva and spoke fluent German and French, and spent his leisure time either skiing in 
the winter months or learning to sail on lake Geneva. On returning to England his sailing base was 
Chichester harbour. He had competed in many national and international events including The Arc, 
Fastnet race and Cork Week.  
 
Alongside sailing he had always had a keen interest in cars and used to rally a Sunbeam Rapier. His 
interest in MGs grew after importing his late brother's MG YT from New Zealand, which he used on a 
number of Sussex Wanderers outings. He added an immaculate MG RV8 to his stable and in June of 
this year purchased a VA. Latterly he attended the Autumn Run in September and the 90th 
Anniversary celebrations in October at Gaydon and The Owl on the Surrey/Sussex border. I was 
honoured to attend his funeral, both as a friend and representative of the MG Car Club. He was a 
very welcoming and social person and MG gatherings will be all the poorer without has smile, jovial 
personality and his immaculate cars.  
The picture attached is of Peter with his VA at Leonardslee Gardens, attending the Autumn Run. 
 
With Christmas fast approaching, Ursula and I will hopefully circulate another update in the final 'run 
up' to the 25th December. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
David and Ursula. 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Sponsors  
We are very grateful to the following sponsors of Chichester MGOC; 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BRUCE & JO WISH YOU, YOUR FAMILY AND YOUR MG 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

MINCHINSOFCLAUSE.SNOW.UK 

 

Minchins; Classic MG Sports 

Cars in Chichester. 
Minchins of Goodwood,  Warehead, 
Halnaker, Chichester, West Sussex, 

PO18 0NF. 
tel; 07415 367857  

www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk 
 

Based at Halnaker near the famous 
Goodwood Motor Racing Circuit, we offer the finest, original and fully restored MG sports cars 

available. Every car is inspected, serviced, and tuned before delivery. For further information call us 
any time; Viewing at our indoor showroom is strictly by Appointment only. 

 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFERS 
 

from ‘Minchins’ of Goodwood 
 

 

 
 

Classic MG Open Roadster Sleigh. Finished In lovely Rudolph Red with only 1 very careful 
owner from new. Less than 1,000,000 miles on the clock Ready to Go! 

“Offers in Excess of 5 Gold Rings” 

 

http://www.minchinsofgoodwood.co.uk/


 

Early MG Sleigh Engine: Fully Re Built to Factory correct 4 Legged Specification 
Runs on Carrots and now Lacto Free Milk, will require careful running in. 

“Exchange for 7 Swans a Swimming” 

 

 
 

Bulk Collection of Picnic Baskets 
We have had donated, a huge number of Cobweb covered Hamper Cases, sadly most with 

rusty seized up hinges. Knowledge of some restoration skill would be useful. 
A Great Investment opportunity as you may be able to sell them back to the previous 

owners when MG Picnic events return! 
“Offers Over 9 Ladies Dancing” 

 



 


