
 

Chichester MG Owners Club Newsletter April 2019 

Introduction: where do I start this newsletter? March has gone 

with a bang! Our thanks to Mike Stafford who came along to our club evening and gave a great talk 

on the ‘K’ series engine and what can be done to them, not sure I am going to get my TF fitted with a 

turbo, but I know some who were tempted! Mike closed our winter talks series, with my thanks to 

Mark Galbraith for organising our 2018/19 series. 

My thanks to Graham Clark who took an intrepid group of us to the Manhood Classics at East Beach, 

which is a new event for us this year. 

We now have our new club flags, which look fantastic. Those who went on the Cornwall trip know 

just how great that was, see article inside. We also attended Winchester MGOC Cobweb run at the 

Fort Nelson museum in Portsmouth, with new flag too, my thanks to Clive for organising our group 

on the event.  As I sit here typing away at this newsletter, I have a cup of tea in our new ‘Chichester 

MGOC’ mug, which is now available at a very reasonable price from a club regalia shop very near 

you, i.e. please see Colin! 

Don’t forget our club meetings now start at 7.30pm, with our first run out of the season on Tuesday 

2nd April. 

My thanks to all who have volunteered for marshal duties at Amberley, and we look forward to 

another great month of events and meetings at Chichester MGOC. 

I hope you enjoy this newsletter, and don’t forget to let me have any news you feel other members 

would like to know about. 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chichester 1006 leaving Land's End 



CLUB CLOTHING & REGALIA 

 

Club Subscriptions 

Our annual voluntary subscription to cover general club expenses and 

costs remain unaltered at a guide of £10 per person. 

Cash or cheques can be placed in the ‘Voluntary Subscription Pot’ on 

March Club Night, or can be paid by Bank Transfer into our Club Account; 

‘Chichester MGOC Regalia A/C’; Santander, A/C Number 22353988, Sort Code 09-01-29. 

Club Flags 

With funds received from voluntary subscriptions and donations, we have been able to buy two new 

Sail Flags; with ‘Chichester’ lettering over our Club Logo, in white on a red base. These flags will 

complement our existing pale blue flag with navy lettering, and give us a respected noticeable 

presence at Amberley and other shows throughout the year. 

Club Clothing 

A selection of our clothing including caps, woolly hats, 

polo & rugby shirts, fleeces, body-warmers and high-

viz waistcoats, all with our Club Logo and in assorted 

colours, are available to purchase. 

We can also take orders for any garment from the 

complete range as advertised on our web site, and as 

promoted in our leaflets, for delivery on May Club 

Night, all in good time for our MG year ahead. 

Over the summer months, due to our evening runs, 

the clothing will not be on general display, but will be 

available by request to view, purchase or order. Please 

ask Colin or Andy. 

 

Club Mugs 

As requested by Club Members, mugs in MG Red, 

BRG, and Midnight Blue, all with our Club Logo, are  

now available. 

The cost is £5.50 each, or a set of three mugs is 

£15.00. 

Payment can be made by cash or cheque, or by Bank 

Transfer into our Club Account; ‘Chichester MGOC Regalia A/C’; Santander, A/C Number 22353988, 

Sort Code 09-01-29. 

 

 



Windscreen Stickers 

These are still available from Andy or Colin on each club night and have our Club Logo with white 

lettering on a red base. The cost is £1 each. 

 

Gazebo 

As soon as we have the funds available in our general account, we should like to purchase a new 

gazebo for use at club functions and events throughout the year. 

  
Thanking you for your support, Kind regards   
Andy    &   Colin 
07981 962246              07946 251789 
 

Report on March events 

 

 
 
A small, but enthusiastic team from Chichester turned out for the Manhood Classics at East Beach. 
There was a nice variety of cars when we got there. ‘Jemima’ the dog made plenty of new friends! – 
Graham Clark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
We joined many other clubs at the Winchester  
Cobweb Spin at Fort Nelson, where the 
Chichester MGOC flag looked great! – Clive 
Wilson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chichester MGOC trip to Land’s End Cornwall - My thanks to Henry Larkin who has 

written an account of our trip from the angle of his beloved MGB ‘DRO 69T’ 
 

‘My trip to the End of the Land!’ 

 
 I do wish he wouldn't do it without 
telling me first! No preparation! Just jump in 
and away we went! I thought we were just off 
for a little drive round, that is until I heard 
him tell the 'thin one' that we were meeting 
the others at 10.00am in an Australia bay. I 
thought we stood no chance, but who was I 
to argue! After a lot of her telling him where 
to go and how to get there we arrived at a 
pub carpark called 'The Botany Bay' and 
things became a little clearer. We sat there 

for a short time and then friends started to arrive from Chichester. It was great to meet up 
with them again and catch up with all the news. It was good to see 'Henrietta' looking happy 
and very pleased that she was not having to move home. One disappointment was that 
‘Jowett Jupiter’ was not able to come, she had 'water works problems'. 
 
 It was while chatting I learned that we were going to a place called 'Land's End' in a 
place called Cornwall. In passing we have found out that it is well known for having things 
called 'pasties' and 'teas' (what-ever they are). Anyway after a nice long chat we all set off 



driving to a place called Padstow. It was quite a long way and was getting dark as we arrived 
at our meeting place. We were all quite annoyed with the ones with us! While we were 
sitting peacefully in the park, they went into a big hut and as the night progressed the noise 
coming from there got louder and louder! We all thought they were having a small riot, you 
really can't trust them out by themselves. 
 

 On the Saturday morning we all 
met up and went off together to 
this 'Land's End' place. I really did 
think that, because of the name, 
the land did end there and as the 
world is flat all the water fell off at 
the sides! NO! The others had great 
delight in telling me that there is 
more land further out and that 
keeps the water in.  There were 11 
of us on the drive and we met up 
with 27 other M.G.'s  who live 
there and not one of them was able 
to tell me why it is called 'Land's 
End' when there is more land 
further out!! 

 
 It was a very interesting 'meetup', there 
was a car that had once been owned by a 
driver called Mr. Moss, who raced her. 
There was another one who is a film-star 
and is famous in Germany (a place further 
over from France) and there was a very 
apprehensive TD who was going over to 
live in France! We were all very 
supportive and gave her lots of advice, 
but we did feel the need to warn her to 
be careful as over there they all drive on 
the wrong side of the road. She told us 
that everything was O.K., she had had a 

long talk with 'them inside' who told her she would be very safe as they live there and knew 
all about it. 
 
 It was a sunny day, but very windy and so the 'thin one' would not let the 'fat one' 
take my roof off. I have noticed that when-ever she won't let him do something he 'mutters' 
a lot. Anyway, when we left there our new Cornish friends took us the 'pretty' way to a small 
town called St. Ives. It was great, It was slow as we very early on, met up with a hay tractor 
who was also going to St. Ives. It was very pleasant, we went all round the coast, going 
slowly through little villages and having long looks at old tin mines. From St. Ives we drove 
back to Padstow, in time to meet up for a get to gather outside another pub! We all thought 



the trip was enjoyable and worth the effort. Afterwards I took my 2 home in the dark to try 
out my headlights. I am very pleased! 

 
 The next day, Sunday, after 
meeting up for a chat we all made our 
own way home. Another disaster! I think 
that being able to tell offside from 
nearside (left and right) should be made 
part of the driving test, though I think that 
the way he drives, the 'fat one' never did 
get to pass one. Several of us agreed to 
meet up on the way back at a motor 
museum just off the main road. We got to 
the village O.K. where the 'thin one' asked 
the way to the museum and was told go 
up the road and turn left. We of course went up the road and turned right and ended up 
near Exeter!! We got home for an 'early tea'!                          
 
 
 
 

Marshals required for 
our Family Gathering 
and picnic at 
Amberley Chalkpit 
museum on Saturday 
April 27th 2019 – It’s 
still not too late to 
volunteer to help out at 
our main event at 
Amberley. You don’t need 
any experience, and we 
will be working as a team, 
mainly helping people 
with directions around the 
site and where to park. If 
you can spare two hours 
on the day do let me 
know so we can put a 
rota together. If you are 
unsure just have a word with me. 
 
Thanks Andy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Practical Classics and Restoration Show at the NEC- Our congratulations go to Mark 
Galbraith, whose award from the Austin Rover & MG Owners' Club of Sussex, for best pre 
1990s Austin Rover vehicle, was presented on the Rover 800 Owners' Club stand at the 
NEC for his 820E (I think you will agree that the genuine ‘Rover’ outfit may have given him 
the edge!!). Mark and the Rover 800 team staffed their stand for 3 days at the NEC, 
generating much interest for the Rover 800 series, which in Vitesse form, was the now often 
overlooked predecessor to the MG ZT.     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Events for April 2019 

 
Tuesday April 2rd – Clubnight – Short spring run with 
Guest car club (7.30pm start) to the White Hart, 
stopham . Route is available from our Facebook 
discussion group.  
Organiser: Alice & Michael 
 
 
 
 
 
 
W/e 6 – 7th  April Goodwood Members Meeting - Goodwood’s motorsport opening weekend 

recreates the atmosphere and camaraderie of the 
original BARC Meetings held at Goodwood 
through the 1950s and 1960s. A packed two days 
of thrilling racing and demonstrations from the 
finest historic cars of the period, as well as more 
modern machines never previously seen at the 
Motor Circuit. Plus, buzzing food markets and 
Goodwood's biggest outdoor party on Saturday 
evening, with live music and stunning fireworks. 
https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-

events/members-meeting/ 
 
Sunday 14th Brooklands MG Era - MGs of all ages are welcome 
at this annual event. There will be action on Test Hill, a 
Concours d’Elegance and a cavalcade on the Mercedes-Benz 
World circuit. Parking for MGs only on the Museum site - 
access through the Campbell Gate off Brooklands Road (the 
B374). (Meeting: 10.00 am Petersfield lakes car park) 
https://admin.brooklandsmuseum.com/tickets 
Organiser: David B 
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Sunday 21st April The Bexhill 100 Motoring 
Club - hold an Easter Bonnet display on the 
seafront where club members dress up and 
decorate their cars in an Easter theme on 
the promenade at the Eastern Parade on 
Bexhill seafront, near the Old Bathing station 
café. Everyone is welcome. To see details of 
this event, go to www.bexhill100mc.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 27th April – Amberley  Gathering 
and Picnic  - Arrival 9.00 am to 10.00am 
Cost £10 per car, parking in MGOC groups or 
by decades. No booking required. 
Come and join us at this great venue in the 
heart of the South Downs. 
Amberley Museum brings to life the 
industrial and transport heritage of Sussex 
and allows you to explore exhibits dating 
back to the 19th century. Covering 36 acres 
with over 40 buildings, from Chalk works to 
a light railway. 
Organiser: Andy and Mark B 
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Sunday 28th April ‘Drive It Day’ - A national day for classic and vintage vehicles to be driven.  
various events including; 

• Sadcase 
 

• Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble 
https://bicesterheritage.co.uk/whaton/sunday-scramble-
drive-it-day/ 
 

• British marques day at Brooklands 
 
https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/whats-on/British-marques-day 
 
 
 

 
 

Items for sale 

 
Colin Jessey has a 15” Prima 185/55 R15 82V tyre with 6mm tread from my MGTF135. It is offered 
free of charge to anyone in the club. 
 
Clive Wilson has decided to sell his RV8 
anyone who might be interested please 
contact Clive on 01243 672565 or 07703 
404923 for more details. 
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Colin Jessey has also decided to sell his MGTF, if 
interested please talk to Colin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Items Wanted 

 
John Haynes is looking for any MGB wire or knock on mini lites for sale? 

 

 


