
 

Chichester MG Owners' Club Newsletter December 2018 

 

Introduction: Welcome to our December Newsletter. May I start by wishing everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

We still have lots happening at Chichester, firstly with our dinner meeting at the Chichester Yacht 

Club. I think we are in for a great time, with a few surprises I am sure, including secret Santa. Don’t 

forget yours! 

Then on the following Saturday, 8th of December, we return to our original home, The Bulls Head at 

Fishbourne for a pint and a chat. It will be nice to see the old place. 

I must say I am very pleased to report that the club is gaining a reputation for being very active, 

which is not just down to me, but to so many members who are willing to get involved and organise 

events and activities.   

I received a call recently from a new ‘MG’ owner, who opened her conversation with ‘I have just 

bought an MG and want to do lots of exciting events, what have you got planned for 2019!!!’. 

I must admit this did get the old grey cells going, thinking about our calendar. Usually we do this at 

our January meeting, but you lot have been so active we already have several events pencilled in. 

So, we start 2019 with our New Year’s Day run (see details in this newsletter), and then our              8th 

Jan club meeting, at which we will have a guest speaker. 

Looking further into 2019, if you have a suggestion of somewhere or an event you would like the club 

to visit as a group, please jot it down, and either send me an email, or pop it in the suggestion box 

we will have at the January meeting.   

Finally, if anyone is reading my article in December EMG, please note that our Amberley Gathering is 

on Sunday 7th April 2019, and not the 6thshown in the magazine. My apologies for this error. 

Anyway, I am sure I have waffled on enough. I hope you enjoy this newsletter and have a great 

Christmas. 

 

Andy Harris 

Area Sec. Chichester MGOC 1006 



 
A message from Pat Overton: On behalf of Abigail 
and myself, may I just say a most heartfelt thank you 
for making Philip’s last day so special. 
 
It was an occasion we would rather not have had to 
arrange, but the memories we made that day will 
last a lifetime.  The cavalcade was amazing and made 
us realise just how highly Philip was thought of in 
what he always referred to as his ‘MG Family’. 
 
Please be assured of our gratitude to everyone who 
shared this day with us and we look forward to 
seeing you at the Christmas meal and future events. 

 
Classic car theft - Here is 

an article from The 

Telegraph newspaper 

(courtesy of Mark B), 

which highlights the 

growing concerns as our 

cars become more 

valuable and targeted by 

thieves. 

The car being stolen 

belongs to MGOC 

member Kay Pinnock, 

who often joins us at 

events throughout the 

year. I am pleased to 

report that the car was 

recovered largely 

undamaged just over a 

week later. 

A big thank you to all of 

you who shared Mark G's 

facebook post, and 

helped get the word out 

across the country to 

help recover the car. 

My thanks also to Nick 

McNamara from Classic 

Tracker for an excellent 

talk last month at our 

club meeting on this very 

subject. 

 



My thanks to Henry who has written this fitting tribute to Philip and his MG -     
A Few Words from ‘DRO 69T’ 

   
 He did it again! I wish he wouldn't, but when you get to his age I suppose some allowance must be 

made. You can always tell when the 'Driver' is up to something. He cleans my boot out and checks 
the spare wheel, I then get pushed off to 'Big John's' for a make-over. I don't know why he bothers as 
I am already just perfect without any further work! 
 This time it was to take my two up to Scotland for what they call 'The Scottish 500', with a 
group of very friendly cars from a place called Chichester. When we met up I asked the others why it 
was called the 500: no one knew. It could not be miles as we had all done over 2000 by the time we 
got back. Our most venerable leader said he thought it was the number of garages we had passed 
while we were away. 
 Even though I was the most junior and least experienced I was made very welcome by them 
all and even the 'Driver' told the 'Thin-one' how friendly he thought everyone was. When we all first 
met up Mr. Jowett, our leader, introduced me to everyone and told them that I came from a place 
called Poole! I was a little surprised when most of them knew where it was and that some had even 
been there. Anyway within a few minutes we were all on first names terms and even our leader 
insisted that I could call him Jowett!!!    
 I won't go too deeply into our trip to the 500 as others have done a better job of it than I 
could, but the things I remember most is riding on the ferries (the big ones are good, but the little 
ones are best), swooping down the hills and meeting up with my friend 'Green B' from Sunderland.  
Finally, I wonder if there is someone who could play Google for me? We all went to a place called 
John O’Groats. Maybe you could tell me why the Scots, who I know are a 'careful' people, name a 
very pretty village after a man who only had 4 pence? Could it be that he had a lot of 4ps and was 
keeping quiet about it! 
 A couple of weeks ago my two went with me back to Chichester for a thing called a 'funeral'. I 
heard my two talking, so I knew that the man who looked after the very nice green BGT had been 
very ill and was no longer able to polish him. I had a long talk with BGT while we waited for the 
others to do whatever it is they do and learnt how sad everyone was and how much he will be 
missed! We all reminisced about the 500 and how much fun we had with him and BGT. BGT told us 
that there was one good thing in that he was not going to be sent away and was going to be able to 
stay with the family. We all encouraged him to do his best to remind them of the good times we all 
had together. The day ended with us all going around a real race course. Before we went, as I had 
never been on one before, Jowett 
had a little word with me about 
something called 'etiquette'!! He 
explained that we were to drive 
along one behind the other (like 
soldier caterpillars) and NO way 
was I allowed to overtake the big 
black car in the front! I was a little 
'miffed', but as a new comer I had 
to be good. 
 While we were waiting, I 
learned that it seems that we are 
all going to a place called 'Land's 
End'. Have you ever heard of the 
'Mushroom Syndrome'? That's 
me! Though I do get cleaned 
rather than anything else. Anyway 
is it further away than Portugal? 
(I've been there) and if it is and 
there is no more land where does 
the water go when it falls off the 
edge if there is nothing to stop it?     
 

 
 

'Me' outside a hotel in Scotland having a rest, while 'BGT' having a polish. 



  

 

Club Clothing 
We now have in stock some ‘Woolly Hats’ in assorted colours and a 
few ‘Aprons’, which with our ‘Baseball Caps’ make an ideal stocking 
filler. 
We also have our range of polo shirts, rugby shirts, and fleeces, all 
with our club logo. 
If To purchase some of these for Christmas, please speak to Colin 
on 07947 251789, email; colin.jessey@btinternet.com 
We will be selling regalia at our Christmas dinner on 4th Dec, so an 
ideal time to buy that stocking filler! 
 
The next order for clothing will be placed just after January Club 
Night, for February delivery. 
 
Cheers Colin 

 
 
 
Events calendar 2019 – What are we doing in 2019? 

Do have a think about what you would like us to do in 

2019, and if you have any ideas, please drop me an 

email, call me, or jot it down on paper and put it in the 

suggestion box we will have at the January meeting. 

 

 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com


 

Events 
Tuesday 4th December Clubnight – Christmas dinner at the Chichester Yacht Club. We are holding 

our December meeting and club dinner at the prestigious club house of the Chichester Yacht Club. 

The evening will be held in the function room with entertainment. 

The dress code is smart casual. Don’t forget to bring your secret Santa gift and wear something ‘MG’ 

(Secret Santa, guidance about £5 and marked ‘M’ or ‘F’ if applicable) 

Don’t forget to book; email Tony Gunton or download the booking 

form at https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/december-club-night-2018/ 

NOTE: We will NOT be meeting at ‘The Spotted Cow’ in December 

 

https://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/event/december-club-night-2018/


Saturday 8th December – a pint and chat – 

From 6.00pm 

Meeting at The Bulls Head, Fishbourne.  A 

great pub and our original club venue. Come 

along for a great evening to relax and chat.  

99 Fishbourne Road, Chichester, West 

Sussex PO19 3JP 

http://bullsheadfishbourne.net/ 

 

 

2019 
New Years Day Run –  Starting at 10.30am with a coffee 

and bacon roll at Hillier garden centre, Bosham (PO18 8FL), 

followed by a run through the West Sussex/Hampshire 

countryside, ending with lunch at The Victoria Inn, West 

Marden. www.victoriainnwestmarden.co.uk (PO18 9EN) 

What a great way to start a new year! Feel free to come 

along to any or all of the day. 

 

 

 

Note: Our January meeting will be on the second 

Tuesday of the month, and NOT the first. 

8th Jan Club night, with Sussex Police –– Come along to hear from our local force 

about how this difficult job is undertaken, and how we can make their job easier. 

 

 

 

 

http://bullsheadfishbourne.net/
http://www.victoriainnwestmarden.co.uk/


 Land’s End Mini Tour; 22nd - 

24th March 2019  

(3 days/2 nights)  
       
We meet at 8am on Friday 22nd  
March, on the A27 west bound 
service area twixt Chichester & 
Havant; followed by a brief lunch 
stop on the fashionable waterfront at 
Exeter; and afternoon tea and an 
evening meal in Padstow. 
 
On Saturday, after a hearty 
breakfast, we follow the coast road 
through Newquay and St Ives down 

to Land's End, to meet Cornwall MGOC for a photoshoot and some lunch. In the late afternoon, we return to our 
accommodation and meet at an Inn near Wadebridge for our evening meal. 
 
After a full English breakfast on Sunday morning, we have an option of visiting a motor museum in Devon before 
making our way home to Chichester. 
In total approx. 575 miles. 
 

Almost fully booked - only two spaces now available For full details and costs, and to reserve a 

place, please contact Colin on; tel 01903 877858 mobile 07947 251789 colin.jessey@btinternet.com 
 

 

Tuesday 14th – Tuesday 21st May 2019 
Brittany & Normandy Tour 

Following our ‘Scottish Highlands Tour’ 
earlier this year (check out the feature 
and photos on our website; 
www.chichestermgoc.org.uk), and 
subsequent to requests from club 
members for a tour next year, we have 
now organised a seven day tour of 
‘Brittany & Normandy’ for May 2019. 
This will be an 8 day, 7 night tour of 
Brittany & Normandy. Catching an early 
morning ferry from Portsmouth on 
Tuesday 14 May, the tour goes along the 
spectacular north coast of Brittany, 

through the Arree & Noires Mountains into central Brittany and Suisse Normandy, while finding 
some time to visit a few historic towns and the Normandy Beaches. Totalling some 1,000 miles and 
averaging 140 miles each day along quiet roads and through beautiful French countryside, with its 
slow pace of life and fine cuisine, the tour ends with a daytime ferry back to Portsmouth on Tuesday 
21 May. 
 
The tour comprises 11 cars (22 people). To minimise costs, early block bookings have been made for 
hotels and ferry crossings. The last place is still available but will not be for long. 
 
Total costs for a car with two people are in the region of £700 per person, to cover 2/3 star hotel 
accommodation, full evening meals, breakfasts and ferries; plus fuel costs and a kitty of £60 to cover 
rally boards and incidentals. 
 
For full details and itineraries please contact Colin on 01903 877858 or @ 
colin.jessey@btinternet.com  ” 

Only 1 place left!!! 

mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com
http://www.chichestermgoc.org.uk/
mailto:colin.jessey@btinternet.com


One for your diary …… 

Chichester MGOC Picnic and Gathering at  

Amberley Museum, West Sussex 

Sunday April 7th Arrival 9.00 am to 10.00am 

Cost £10 per car. Parking in MGOC groups, or by decade of 

manufacture. Booking will be online. More details shortly.... 

Come and join us at this great venue in the heart of the South 

Downs 

Amberley Museum brings to life the industrial and transport 

heritage of Sussex and allows you to explore exhibits dating back to 

the 19th century. Covering 36 acres with over 40 buildings, from chalk works to a light railway. 

 

• Vintage bus service 

• Railway Trips 

• Interactive displays 

• Dogs welcome 

 

Cars for sale (and not necessarily MGs !) 

 

2015 Yaris Excel 5 door 1.33CVT Auto, Tyrol Silver/ Varvara Black, sunroof, reverse 
camera, half leather.  FSH, superb condition.  
30,400m. £8,000.    
If interested, please call member John Godsmark on 01243 583292 
 
 


